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PREFACE. 



It was once the custom, among Jewish women, to cast ashes 
upon their heads in seasons of mourning, hj way d express- 
ing their sorrow and grief; and on all joyous and festive occa- 
sions they wore, as an ornament of the head, an elegant tiara, 
or diadem, often set with costly pearls. This diadem or head- 
dress, called in our English version of the Jewish Scriptures 
^Bbautt,'' was indicative of the inward joy and gladness 
of the wearer. It denoted a state the opposite of mourning. 
It, therefore, became customary among the Jews, when they 
wished to convey the idea that a state of sorrow and mourn- 
ing had been succeeded by one of gladness and rejoicing, to 
say that the diadem had taken the place of the ashes. Hence 
the origin and import of that form of expression in Isaiah, 
" Beauty fob Ashes," which we have chosen as au appro- 
priate title to the following treatise : Appropriate— because 
the state of mind in which the Old doctrine concerning the 
condition of little children after death seems to have origin- 
ated, is one of such apparent sadness and gloom, as is fitly 
symbolized by ashes cast upon the head; while the beau- 
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tiful DIADEM, which was worn on occasions of festiyitj and 
joj, is an equally fit symbol of that opposite and joyous state, 
which the New doctrine on this subject can hardly fail to in- 
duce. The Old doctrine is a sad one, and consorts only with 
gloom; while the New doctrine is cheerful, and gladdens 
the heart with its serene sunshine* 

For most of the authorities cited in Fabt L, the author 
thankfully acknowledges his indebtedness to the writer of some 
interesting and able articles in the Christian Examiner for 

» 

1827 and '28, in reply to the Hey. Dr. Beecher, on the sub- 
ject of infant damnation. 

To all who may deem the contrast between the Old and 
the New doctrine, as exhibited in the following pages, suffi- 
cient to justify the title adopted, I cordially commend a dili- 
gent and &ithful perusal of the writings of the New Church ; 
assuring them, as I do firom a knowledge acquired by a pa- 
tient and thorough personal examination of these writings, 
that, upon all other theological questions, they will find the 
contrast between the Old and the New equally striking. 

B. F. B. 

Brooklyn, October 80, 185.6. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

Thebe 18 but one Source of the beautiful, the good, 
and the true ; for all the beautj, goodness and truth 
thiare are in the world, are only finite expressions — faint 
images, as it were — of the One Infinite Goodness. 
« There is but One Good, that is God." 

And we are taught that man was originally made 
in the image and likeness of this One Good. There- 
fore all the finite expressions of this Good, are always 
pleasing to men in the degree that their moral integ- 
rity has been preserved, or the lovely image of their 
Maker been retained. They interest and attract every 
mind, from which the native hues of innocence have 
not faded or been blotted out. 

And yet the interest which most men feel in the 
beautiful, the good, and the true, is often enhanced by 
contrast with their opposites. Beauty never appears 
80 attractive, as when exhibited along with deformity. 
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Virtue never lias such winning charms, as when seen 
by the side of vice. Truth never looks so lovely — 
never shines with such heavenly lustre, as when con- 
trasted with the dark shades of ignorance or error. 
Every good artist understands this. Hence poets, 
painters, and sculptors, in seeking to present us with 
their highest conceptions of the beautiful, the good, 
and the true, almost always avail themselves of the 
power that exists in contrasts. 

It is from a motive akin to that of the artist, that 
we here undertake to exhibit the Old doctrine con- 
cerning the state of infants after death, side by side 
with the New. The reader will thus be enabled to 
judge between them ; while the truth and beauty of 
the one, cannot fail to be exalted by contrast with the 
blackness and deformity of the other. 

"We have a further object in exhibiting the Old 
doctrine upon this subject with some minuteness, and 
somewhat in detail. It is, that the reader may see 
what gross darkness enveloped the Christian church 
prior to that New Dispensation of Christianity which 
it is our high privilege to proclaim ; and how urgent 
was the needy therefore, of a new revelation, upon the 
subject here treated of, at least. Before men can be 
expected to bestow much serious and candid attention 
upon the writings of Swedenborg, which contain this 
new revelation, they must be led to see and acknow- 
ledge that there existed a real need of some such new 
revelation, prior to the time of its announcement. 
And the best way to lead them to see and acknowledge 
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this, is, to unfold and exhibit some of the features of 
the Old Theology, especially as that Theology was un- 
derstood and expounded prior to Swedenborg's time. 
For if there were really a need of this new revelation 
at the time it was made, the evidence of such need 
must be sought and found in the then reigning Theol- 
ogy of Christendom, as expounded by its eminent doc- 
tors, and most distinguished writers. It is, therefore, 
a matter of deep interest and importance, to those who 
are disposed to examine any point in the New Theology, 
to ascertain, if possible, what was the belief of Chris- 
tians generally upon that point, at the time of, or prior 
to, this alleged new revelation. And the importance 
of this becomes the more apparent, when we consider 
that the doctrinal theology of some portions of Christ- 
endom, particularly those portions with which we are 
most familiar, has undergone very important modifica- 
tions on some points, since the time when Sweden- 
borg wrote ; — and this, too, in consequence of the 
new revelation made through him, and that memorable 
event which occurred in the World of Spirits* in the 
year 1767, witnessed and described by him. And on 
account of these modifications, the contrast between 
the New and the Old Theology, as the latter is under- 
stood and expounded by many theologians at the pres- 
ent day, is often much less striking than that between 
tlie New and the Old of one, two, or three centuries ago. 
The New Theology, we know, has not changed, for it 

* For a ndnute description of the event here referred to, seo Sweden- 
hcftffn tmitise on the Last Judgment, 
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is embodied in the theological writings of Swoden- 
borg ; and these writings^ which are the same to-day 
lUB they, were when first given to the world a hundred 
y%axs ago — or rather, we should say, the Sacked 
SoB|FTUBES as interpreted by these writings, are the 
standard to which all New Churchmen appeal. But 
the Old Theology — ^not, perhaps, as embodied in the 
written creeds, but as understood by its living ex- 
pounders, and as proclaimed from the pulpits of Chris- 
tian lands — ^is perpetually changing, and has been for 
the last hundred years or more. Its ministers all 
appeal, indeed, to the written Word; but, for lack of 
some acknowledged and reliable standard of inter- 
pretation — some authorized and uniform method of 
eliciting the true meaning of the Word, their inter- 
pretations differ widely, as might be expected. And 
the popular interpretations of the present day, differ 
on many points still more widely from those of a few 
centuries ago, as will appear from the extracts cited in 
these pages. For there is no doubt that the prevail- 
ing belief among Christians now, upon the subject of 
our present inquiry, is quite in harmony with the 
doctrine revealed through Swedenborg a hundred years 
ago ; and how different this doctrine is, from the one 
almost universally held as orthodox prior to the New 
Dispensation, will manifestly appear from the follow- 
ing pages. 



PART I. 



THE OLD DOCTRINE; 

OB, 



" And when I shall put thee out, I will cover the heaven, and make 
the Stan thereof dark ; I will cover the sun with a clond, and the moon 
shall not give her light. All the hright lights of heaven will I make 
dark over thee, and set darkness upon thy land, saith the Lord/^ — £zs- 
KIEL zxzii. 7, 8. 



" Thick darkness broodeth o'er the world : 
The raven pinions of the night. 
Close on her silent bosom furled, 
Beflect no gleam of orient light." 

S. H. Whitman. 



i 



CHAPTER L 



THE OLD DOCTRINE. 



" A day of darknesB and of gloomineBS, a day of donds and of thick 
darkne88.'*-"JoxL ii. 2. 



The prevailing belief of the Christian Church hitherto, 
in regard to the state of infants after death^ is a legiti- 
mate subject of inquiry, and one which we think may 
be pursued with profit. Not only so, but it is a sub- 
ject in which all Christians might be expected to feel 
a common interest. And if the inquiry be prosecuted 
in a spirit of Christian candor and fairness, some 
valuable instruction may be gathered from it, and no 
one will have just cause of oflfense. Observe that our 
inquiry relates not to the prevailing belief on this 
subject among Christians nowy but to the belief which 
had prevailed in the Church prior to Swedenborgi^s time, 
or to the revelations made through him. "We are 
happy to believe that the old, and once popular doc- 
trine of infant damnation, is looked upon with little or 
no favor in any respectable Christian communion of 
tJie present day. All who will, may see, and nearly all 



16 8TATE OF INFANTS AFTEB DEATH. 

do see, by the light of the New Age, that this old doc- 
trine could have originated nowhere else than in the 
darkness of the abyss : — that it never came down from 
God out of heaven. 

In the prosecution of our design, we shall pursue 
that course which we deem the fairest, and likely at 
the same time to be most satisfactory to the reader : 
that is, we shall exhibit the hitherto prevalent belief 
among Christians on this subject, by copious quota- 
tions from authentic documents, citing the ipaiasifna 
verba of the writers themselves. 

And we begin with the opinion of Augustine — 
sometimes called in the short style of the Middle Ages, 
St. Austin — ^who lived and wrote in the latter part of 
the fourth century. And of this writer the Encyclo- 
psedia of Religious Knowledge says : " He was one of 
the most celebrated Fathers of the church, whose 
writings for many centuries had almost as potent an 
influence on the religious opinions of Christendom, as 
those of Aristotle exercised over philosophy." What 
did this learned and influential Father believe and 
teach concerning the final state of many who die in 
infancy ? Hear him : 

" It may therefore be truly said, that infimts, dying without 
baptism, will be in a state of damnation of all the most mild. 
But, GREATLY DOES HE DECEIVE and t« he deceived, who 
affirms that they tmll not be damned.'** 

Again, this eminent Father says : — 

* De Peccat Merit, et Semiss. lib. i. o. IS. 
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^ We affirm tkat they [infants] will not be saved and have 
eternal life, except they be baptized in Christ * * * * This 
new doctrine, that there is eternal life independent of the 
kingdom of heaven, that there is eternal salvation independent 
of the kingdom of Gk>d, was never before heard of in the 
church. First, see, brother, whether perchance you ought not 
hence to agree with us, that whosoever does not belong to the 
kingdom of Grod, must, without doubt, belong to the number of 
the damned. The Lord will come, and, about to judge the 
living and the dead, will, according to the gospel, make two 
divisions, the right and the left. To those on the left, he will 
saj, Depcai into .^terlasting fibe prepared for the devil 
and his angels. To those on the right, he wiU say, Comcy ye 
Messed of my Father, inherit the kingdom which was prepared 
for you from the foundation of the world. The one he calls a 
kingdom, the other damnation with the devil. There is no 

lODDLE PLACE J.EFT, WHERE YOU CAN PUT INFANTS."— ^ Be- 
hold, on the right is the kingdom of heaven. Inherit, he sajs, 
the kingdom. He who is not there, is on the left. What will 
happen on the left ? Depart into everlasting fire. On the right, 
an eternal kingdom ; on the left, everlasting fire. He that is 
not on the right, will indisputably be on the left;. Therefore hs 
that is not in the kingdom, is doubtless in eternal fire. 
Certainly he cannot have eternal life, who is not baptized ; he 
will not be on the right, that is, he will not be in the kingdom. 
* * * In his [the Lord's] last sentence, that he might teach 
what is the kingdom, and what eternal fire, he says, [Matt 
XXV. 46,] Then these shaU go away into everlasting burning, 
but the righteous into life etemaL 

^ Behold, he [the Lord] has explained to you what is the 
kingdom, and what is everlasting fire ; so that when you confess 
that an infant will not be in the kingdom, you may allow that 

HE WILL BE in ETERNAL FIRE. 
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^ I feel that this question is a profound (me, and I own that 
my powers are not sufficient to fathom its depths. I must here 
I be content to exclaim with Paul, the depth of the riches I 
I. An unbaptizbd infant gobs to damnation."* 

Such was the doctrine held and taught by Augus- 
tine, whose writings, we are told, exerted such ^' a po- 
tent influence on the religious opinions of Christendom" 
for many centuries. With good reason, therefore, did 
Benedict Turretin say: "Augustine holds, *that in- 
fants dying without baptism, are punished with the 
punishment of eternal Jh^eJ* " 

"We will refer to but one other ancient authority, 
that of Fulgentius, who flourished during the latter 
part of the fifth century, and was a theologian of the 
same school as Augustine. This writer often, and 
with that apparent confidence which an author evinces 
when he is giving utterance to truths generally be^ 
lieved, speaks of God's condemning little infants to 
" eternal torments," " eternal burning," " eternal dam- 
nation," and the like. In one of his works he gives a 
catalogue of the orthodox articles of faith, beginning 
each with the words Firmisdme tene et nuUatenus 
dtcbites — "most firmly hold, and by no means doubt." 
And among these articles, of which there are forty in 
number, occurs the following : 

• 

^ Most firmly hold, and by no means doubt, not only that 
men who have come to the use of reason, but also that m- 

* De Baptismo Farvulorom contra Pelagianoe. Senno D. Augast. sir. 
capp. 2) 8, 4, and 7 
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7AKTS, whether they begin to live in their mothers' wombs, 
and there dUj or, after being bom, pass from this life without 
the sacrament of holy baptism, which is given in the name of 
the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, will be punished with 

THE EVERLASTING PUNISHMENT OF ETERNAL FIRE ; bccaUSC, 

although they had no sin of their own committing, they have 
nevertheless incurred, by their carnal conception and nativity, 
the damnation of original sin."* 

It would be easy to cite other similar passages 
showing how prevalent was the belief in infant dam- 
nation among the orthodox Christians of that early 
period. But it will doubtless be more satisfactory to 
the reader, as indeed it is more important to our 
present purpose, to exhibit the belief of the church 
on this subject at a later period. "We therefore dis- 
miss the ancient authorities, and cite next the opinion 
of the celebrated John Calvin, who flourished during 
the sixteenth century, and of whom an eminent writer 
on theology has said : " As a theologian he stands 
in the rery foremost rank of those of any age or 
country." Calvin was one of the ^' Beformers^^^ and 
established at Geneva that system of church polity 
called Preshytericmismy which was originally consid- 
ered an essential part of Calvinism. And the great 
number of Protestant Christians who have endorsed 
the doctrines of Calvin, and who have, therefore, been 
known as Presbyterians, High Calvinists, Strict Cal- 
vinists, Moderate Calvinists, <fec., is proof of the high 
repute in which this man and his doctrines have been 

* Folgentiiis de lide ad Pet Diao. cap. zzrii. 
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lield bj a large portion of the Christian church. 
What, now, was the doctrine concerning the state 
of infants after death, as held and taught by this cele- 
brated " Eeformer" ? If this can be ascertained with 
certainty, we may then form a pretty correct con- 
clusion respecting the belief, on this subject, of that 
great multitude of Christians, who have embraced 
the doctrines taught by him, and consequently have 
taken the name of Cahnnists. And Calvin's belief on 
the subject under consideration might easily be in- 
ferred from his doctrine concerning election and rep- 
robation, or predestination, which, in his " Christian 
Institutes," he has thus explained : 

"Predestination we call the eternal decree of God, by 
which He hath determined in Himself what He would have 
become of every individual of mankind. For they are not 
all created with a similar destiny; but eternal life is fore- 
ordained for some, and eternal damnation for others. Every 
man, therefore, being created for one or the other of these 
ends, we say he is predestinated either to life or to death."* 

Now this, when viewed in connection with what 
he says in another place, that ^^ election is not made 
from any foreseen faith, obedience of faith, holiness, 
or any other good quality or disposition, as a pre- 
requisite cause or condition," were sufficient to con- 
vince us that Calvin, if consistent with himself, must 
have believed in the damnation of some at least, who 
die in infancy. But fortunately we are not left to 

♦ Institutes, Book HI. Ch. xxL S 6.— AUen's Tttms. VoL H. pp. 404-6. 
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infer Ms belief on this subject, for he has himself 
stated it in the most clear and unequivocal terms. 

In his account of the doctrine of Michael Servetus, 
who was condemned and burned for heresy by the 
Council of Geneva, at the instigation of Calvin, the 
following is reckoned by him and the Genevan Pas- 
tors among the dreadful heresies of Servetus : 

^ In the mean time certain salvation is said [by Servetus] 
to await all at the final judgment, except those who have 
brought upon themselves the punishment of eternal death, by 
their personal sins (propriis sceUribus), From which it is / 
also inferred, that all who are taken from life while infants 
AND TOUNO CHILDREN, are exempt from eternal death, 
although they are elsewhere called accursed.'** 

This, then, was one of Michael Servetus' heresies, 
to wit, that he held a doctrine from which it might be 
inferred that " infants and young children are exempt 
from eternal death" ; and this was one of the crimes 
for which John Calvin thought him justly condemned 
to the flames. Concerning the above passage it has 
been justly remarked: "It is the more important, 
because it stands in a work that was written as an 
apology for putting his victim to death, and is sub- 
scribed, not only by Calvin, but by the Ministers and 
Pastors of the Genevan church, to the number of four- 
teen. If it has not, therefore, all the formality, it has 
all the authority of a confession of faith, with the ad- 

♦ Tractt Theol.— Beftit. Error. Mich. Servetd. 
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ditional weight derived from the solenmitj of the oc- 
casion on which it was published."* 

Again, in his work on the Eternal Predestination 
of God) written more particularly agwist Albertns 
PighiuSy a Catholic writer, who opposed the doctrine 
of unconditional election, Calvin says: 

^ If Pighius does not think original sin sufiBldent for the 
damnation of men, and will make no account of the secret 
judgment of God, what will he do with infant childben, 
who have been snatched out of this life before they were able, 
on account of their age, to give any such proof [of wicked- 
ness] ? Since the same condition of birth and death was 
common to the little ones who died at Sodom and Jerusalem, 
and there was no difference in their works — ^whj will Christ, 

AT THE LAST DAT, SEPABATE SOME OP THEM TO HIS LEFT 

HAND, from others standing at his right ? Who does not here 
adore the admirable judgment of God, in that it has been or- 
dered that some should be bom at Jerusalem, whence they 
presently pass to a better life, and that Sodom, the entbancb 
OP HELL, should be.the birthplace of others P'f 

According to Calvin as here quoted — and thou- 
sands of his followers have held the same opinion — 
the little ones of Sodom and Gomorrah will stand " on 
the left hand." And to ascertain what he meant by 
this, we have only to refer to that chapter in Matthew, 
to which he alludes. "We there read that " the King 
shall say also unto them on the left hand, Depart 

♦ Beply to three Letters of Rev. Lyman Beecher, D.D., p. 88. 
t Tractt. Theol.— De iEter. Dei Prwdegt. 
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from me, ye cursed, into bveblastihg fibb prepared 
for the devil and his angels. — TJhese shall go away into 
xvEBLASTiNa PUNISHMENT, but the righteous into life 
eternal." Matt xxv. 41, 46. 

Again, in his famous reply to Sebastian Oastalio, 
whose heretical opinions had incurred the displeasure 
of the stem Genevan, Calvin says : 

^ Afl to what you olject, that no one is justly damned, un- 
less on account of transgression, and after transgression ; on 
the first point we have no dispute, since I everywhere teach 
that no one perishes except \yj the just judgment of God. Yet 
it cannot be dissembled that a hidden poison luiiu in your 
words; because, if the similitude you propose is admitted, 
God will be unjust in that he involves the whole race of Abra- 
ham in the guilt of original sin. You deny that it is just in 
God to damn any one, unless on account of transgressions. 
Persons innumerable are taken out of hfe while yet infants. 
Put forth now your virulence against God, who PRECiprrATES 

INTO ETERNAL DEATH HARMLESS INFANTS (tnnoxitu fosttu) 
TORN SROK THEIR MOTHERS* BREASTS. He who will UOt 

detest this blasphemy [of yours] when it is openly exposed, 
may curse me at his wilL For it cannot be demanded that I 
should be safe and free from the abuse of those who do not 
spare God.*** 

Once more, in his Christian Institutes, he says : 

^ I ask again, how has it happened that the fall of Adam | [ 
has involved so many nations with their infant children^ in j 

* Tr&ctt Theol. — CalomnitB Nebulonis onjosdam adv. Poctrin. Joan. 
Calvini de Oeonlta Dei Provid. et ad eas ejnadem Calvini Responido.— Art. 
xiv. 
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' I eternal death without remedy^ but because it so seemed good 
. ; in the sight of Grod Y" — ^^ It is a dreadful decree, I confess."* 

No one, we think, after reading these citations, will 
doubt that John Calvin believed and tanght the mon- 
strous doctrine of infant damnation. Yet he was one 
of the most distinguished of the " Keformers,'^ and a 
man to whom multitudes in the Christian Church have 
long been accustomed to look with reverence, as to a 
teacher of more than ordinary wisdom. 

But this doctrine was not peculiar to Calvin ; nor 
did it originate with him or the Eeformation. Tur- 
retin, an eminent Calvinistic writer, assures us that ^^ the 
Orthodox Church has always held the doctrine of the 
danmation of infants."t For centuries prior to the 
Reformation it had been deemed a heresy to deny 
this doctrine. A writer in the Christian Examiner for 
1828, treating of this subject, says : 

^ It had been adopted by the Eoman Catholic Church for 
ages, and the Reformers are not exclusively entitled to the 
praise of giving this last finish to their doctrines of predesti- 
nation and original sin. They had become familiar with its 
horrors in the common belief of that church, that such as die 
without baptism, including of course all heathen infants, have 
nothing to save them from hell, or at least from Aiture punish- 
ment somewhere. Though most Protestants at last dissented 
fix>m the church they abandoned, in denying the necessity of 
this rite to salvation, the damnation of infants was, neverthe- 
less, held to be a necessary consequence of their guiltiness 

* Inst. Lib. iii. c xziu. $ 7. t Instit. Theol. P. I. p. 695. 
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by nature, and reprobation by Grod. The Catholics, in the 
superabundance of their compassion, had provided a limbus 
infantum^ a place reserved especially for these little ones, in 
which they were to suffer something less than the full torments 
of hell — ^a notion which was ridiculed by the Protestants, who 
held that there are but two places for all who are to appear 
before the judgment seat of Christ, a heaven and a hell — the 
one on the right hand, the other on the left of the Judge ; and 
that such as are not admitted to the former, must necessarily 
take up their abode in the latter." 

And we might show from the writings of Luther, 
Melancthon, Zanchiiis, Beza, Perkins, Whitacre, Pis- 
cator, Marlorat, Martyr, Eidgley, Watts, Edwards, 
Bellamy, and a host of others, who have been long 
regarded as shining lights in the church, that they 
believed and taught the same doctrine on this subject 
as Augustine, Fulgentius, and Calvin. Thus Zanchius 
— ^than whom there is scarcely a commentator of the 
age of Calvin, who is quoted oftener or with more re- 
spect — vn-ites in opposition to Pighius as follows : 
• 

" Says Pighius : * Infants are without actual sin. There- 
fore,* although exiles from the kingdom of heaven, they will 
not be danmed, nor receive any punishment of sense, except 
those of them who, in the course of nature, sin, either in their 
external or internal senses [nid etiam qui sensibus intemis 
vel extemis ncUuraliter peccarUJ} ' 

"I answer. They are nevertheless wicked, and being 
bom adapted to sin, are therefore justly damned although 
they have not yet sinned after the similitude of Adam's trans-- 
gression. For as temporal death came upon them on account 
of original sin, so did also eternal ; for God threatened 
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! both when he said, *Iii dying you shall die.' Even young 
■j serpents and the whelps of wolves^ who cannot as yet harm 
,' anybody, are put to death, and with justice. How so ? Be- 
: cause they are of such a nature, that they easily can do harm. 
Therefore even infants are deseryedlt damned, on 
account of the nature they have, to wit, a wicked nature and 
] repugnant to the law of God. "* 

Theodore Beza was the colleague and successor of 
Calvin in the church and university at Geneva. And 
in Beza's exposition of the doctrine of Predestination, 
the following passage occurs : 

" Some," he says, "are bom out of the church, and so re- 
main, to whom God vouchsafes nothing of that call which is 
necessary to salvation, that is, nothing of a revelation of his 
gratuitous covenant, and they are therefore necessarily 
PLACED BEYOND THE HOPE OF SALVATION, since faith comes 
by hearing, and without faith it is impossible for any one to 
please God, Nevertheless they are inexcusable, so far as re- 
lates to the execution of the divine decree, partly because all 
are born children of God*swrath, not of the promise, (Ephes. 
ii. 3,) partly because all adults, without Christ [or who are not 
Christians], are found guilty ."f 

It is plain from this, that Beza consigns all heathen 
infants to the torments of hell. But to make his opin- 
ions on this point still plainer, he says in another part 
of the same treatise : 



♦ Op. Theol. D. Hieron. Zanchii. Tom. IV. Lib. T. De Peccat. Grig. cap. 
iv. thcs. V. 

t Be Prsedestinationis Doct. et vero Usn. Tract. absohitisBima, ex Th. 
Beza ProBlectt. in nonum Epist. ad Bom. Cap, pp. 58, 59, Ed. Gen. 1682. 
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" The grace of believing is not truly said to be offered to 
all men, unless perchance we dream that the grace of faith is, 
in some internal and extraordinary way, infnsed into the 
many infants that die in all parts of the earth, as well as 
into the myriads of adults who leave this life before they have 
heard anything of Christ — a dotage," he adds, " which needs 
no refuiationr* 

And Bellamy says : 

" It was at God's sovereign election, — ^to give every child 
of Adam bom in a Christian land, opportunity, hy living, to 
hear the glad tidings, or only to grant this to some, while 
others die in infancy, and never hear. Those who die in in- 
fancy, may as justly be held under law in the next world, as 
those that live may in this. Grod is under no more- obligations 
to save those that die, than he is to save those that live ; to 
grant the regenerating influences of his spirit to them, than he 
is to these."* 

Dr. John Edwards, who wrote near the close of 
the seventeenth and the beginning of the eighteenth 
century, who has been styled the Paul, the Augustine, 
the Calvin of his age, and of whom it is said " that 
all unbiassed and impartial men voted him by univer- 
sal consent to be one of the most valuable writers of 
his time" — this learned divine, referring to the calami- 
ties and sufferings to which infants as well as adults 
are subject in this life, and which he regards as 
punishments^ argues thus : 

" We may well argue from these things, that infants are 
♦ Id. p. 18. * Bellamy's Works, ii. pp. 869, 870. 
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not looked upon hj God as sinless, but that they are by nature 
children of wrath, seeing this terrible evil comes so heavily on 
mankind in infancy. But besides these things, which are ob- 
servable concerning the mortality of infants in general, there 
are some particular cases of the death of infants, which the 
Scripture sets before us, that are attended with circumstances^ 
in a peculiar manner giving evidences of the sinfulness of 
such, and their just exposedness to divine wrath. As particu- 
larly, 

" The destroying of the infants in Sodom, and the neigh- 
boring cities; which cities, destroyed in so extraordinary, 
miraculous, and awful a manner, are set forth as a signal ex- 
ample of Grod's dreadful vengeance for sin, to the world in all 
generations ; agreeable to that of the apostle, Jude, verse 7."* 

The text here referred to is in these words : — " Even 
as Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities about them, 
in like manner giving themselves over to fornication, 
and going after strange flesh, are set forth for an ex- 

Cmplej SUFFERING THE VENGEANCE OF ETERNAL FIRE." 

From which it is plain that Edwards believed the 
infants who perished at the destruction of Sodom, are 
now " suffering the vengeance of eternal fire." 

And even Dr. Watts, whose natural tender- 
heartedness led him to plead most earnestly and 
touchingly for the rescue of little infants from ever- 
lasting torments, and who would fain, as he says, 
" find out some milder punishment for their share of 
the guilt of Adam in the Bible," even he supposes 
them to be reduced after death to a " state of non- 

* Works, vol. vi. pp. 252, 8. 
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existence," which he designates as ^'a sort of endless 
punishment without pain^'^ 

" Upon the whole," he says, " the opinion of the salvation 
of all children, 09 it has no countenance from the BiMe, so it 
has no foundaJdcn in the reason of thingsP — ^ The Scripture 
hrings down the mfants of wicked parents to the grave, and 
leaves them there, and so do I. The Scripture has not pro- 
vided any resurrection for them, neither can I do it"* 

And the learned Theophilus Gale, the author of a 
work quite famous at one time, entitled the " Court 
of the Gentiles," says : 

" So great is the Majestic of Grod, and so Absolute his Do- 
minion, as that He is obnoxious to no Laws, Obligations, or 
Ties from his Creature : this absolute justice or Dominion re- 
gards not any qualities or condition of its object ; but God can 
by virtue hereof inflict the highest torments on his innocent 
Creature, and exempt from punishment the most nocemt. By 
this Absolute Justice and Dominion God can inflict the great- 
est torments even of Hell itself on the most innocent Crea- 
ture."t 

TESTIMONY OF THE AXTOSBURG CONFESSION. 

Leaving here the opinion of individuals on this 
subject prior to Swedenborg's time, we will proceed 
next to consider, what is more important to our pres- 
ent purpose, the opinion of religious bodies or sects. 
And let us jBrst consult the famous Augsburg or Au- 

* Euin and Beoovery. Quest, xvi. 

t Christian Examiner, vol. iv. p. 441.— Oourt of the Gentiles, Part It. 
Book ii. Chap. vi. § 1. 
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gustin Confession of Faith, drawn up by Melancthon 
at the Diet of 1530, and which may be considered as 
the creed of the German Reformers, especially of the 
more temperate among ihem. The ninth article of 
this Confession says: 

"They [the Lutheran churches] teach concerning bap- 
tism, that it is necessary to scdvaiian ; and that the grace of 
God is offered through baptism ; and that infants ought to be 
baptized, who, being offered to God through baptism, are re- 
ceived into God's grace. 

" They condemn the Anabaptists, who disapprove of infant 
baptism, and affirm that thet are s/lyed without bap- 
tism." 

And Melancthon in his Apology, which is another 
of the Lntheran symbolical books, remarks npon this 
article : 

" The ninth article is approved, in whicti we confess that 
baptism is necessary to salvation." — " And as we con- 
demn most other errors of the Anabaptists, so this also, that 
they contend that the baptism of infants is useless. For it is 
most certain that the promise of salvation pertains even to 
infants. But it does not pertain to those who are 
WITHOUT THE CHURCH OP Chr^st, where there is neither 
the Word nor the sacraments, because the kingdom of Christ 
exists only with the Word and sacraments. Therefore it is 
necessary to baptize infants, that the promise of salvation may 
he applied to them." 

In the Epitome of Articles abont which contro- 
versies have arisen among the Lntheran Theologians, 
there are passages still stronger. Among the " Ana- 
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baptistical Articles which cannot be tolerated in the 
Church," we jBnd the following: 

<' That infants not baptized, are not sinners in the sight of 
God, but just and innocent; and that in this innocence of 
theirs, when as yet without the use of reason, they obtain 
SALVATION without BAPTISM, (which indeed in their opinion 
they have no need of.) And in this manner they refect the 
whole doctrine of original sin, and all thai depends upon it he- 
sidesJ' 

Thus we see that Melancthon, and the German 
Lutheran churches generally, believed and taught that 
children, dying unbaptized, could not possibly be 
saved. And a doctrine which taught that they might 
" obtain salvation without baptism," was " not to be 
tolerated in the church." 

TESTIMONY OF THE ENGLISH CONFESSION". 

Passing now from the German Lutheran to the 
English Confession, we find abundant reasons for be- 
lieving that the framers of the Articles and Liturgy of 
the English Church held the common doctrine of that 
period, viz., that baptism was essential to salvation ; 
and that all who died without it, whether heathen, 
infidel or infants, must certainly be damned. Li a work 
by the Kev. Henry John Todd, Chaplain in Ordinary 
to his Majesty, we are presented, from authentic 
documents, with the " Doctrines of our [the English] 
Reformers, which are the groundwork of certain 
of the Thirty-nine Articles of Religion." On the 
sacrament of Baptism, we have the following passage 
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from the "Articles devised by the King's Highness 
Majesty, to establish Christian quietness and amity 
among us, and to avoid contentious opinions, &c. 
1536 :" 

" Item, the promise of grace and everlasting life, which 
promise is adjoined unto this Sacrament of Baptism, pertaineth 
not only unto such as have the use of reason, but also to in- 
fants, innocents, and children ; and they ought therefore, and 
must needs he, baptized : And that by the Sacrament of Bap- 
tism they do also obtain remission of their sins, the grace 
and favor of God, and be made thereby the very sons and 
children of Grod ; insomuch as infants and children dying in 
their infancy shall undoubtedly be saved thereby, and else 

NOT." 

And the same opinion was maintained in the Eng- 
lish Church, certainly as late as Swedenborg's time — 
possibly it may be held by some in that church even 
at this day. Thus Matthew Scrivener, the learned 
author of a work on the use of the Fathers, tells us 
that — 

'^Either all children must he damned dying unhaptized, or 
they must have baptism. The consequent is plain from that 
principle in Christian religion, which Anabaptists have been 
constrained to deny, to uphold their other, That all sin not 
washed away or expiated, exposes to damnation: and the 
principle in Christian religion is, That children come into the 
world infected with original sin ; and therefore if there be no 
remedy against that provided by God, all children of Chris- 
tian parents, which St Paul says are holy, are Hable to eter- 
nal death, without remedy. Now there is no remedy hut 
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Christ; and his death and passion are not communicated unto / 
any hut hy outward signs and sacraments. And no other do i 
we read of hut this of water in haptism"* • 

And some eminent divines of the Church of England 
have even maintained, that baptized infants would be 
lost if not among the elect. The learned Dr. Edwards, 
whose opinion on this subject has already been cited, 
and who wrote in the earlier part of the 18th century, 
says : 

" There are other privileges, fruits and effects of baptism, 
as the collation of inward grace, effectual regeneration by the . 
Holy Spirit, renewing and sanctifying the corrupt nature, I 
pardon of sin, and salvation ; but these are not common to all ' 
that are baptized, but are peculiar to some only ; namely, the 
elect. For though haptism is to be administered to all the 
infants of Christian parents, as we are to preach the gospel to 
all persons without distinction, yet it is (as preaching) effectual 
to none but those that are chosen of God, and predetermined 
to life and salvation. But all are to be admitted to it, because 
we cannot distinguish between them : we do not know who are 
elect and who are reprobates." 

This passage leaves us in no doubt that Edwards 
was a believer and defender of the dreadful doctrine 
of infant damnation. Equally explicit, too, is the lan- 
guage of Archbishop Usher, another eminent divine of 
the Church of England, who lived and wrote in the 
earlier part of the 17th century : 

* Scrivener's Course of Divinity ; or an Introdaction to the Know- 
ledge of the True Catholic Religion, especially as professed by the Church 
of England. Fol. p. 196. Lon. 1674. 

2* 
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" Jlota doth God suffer them to run into condemnation f 
"In a divers manner: Some Reprobates, dying In- 
fants, other of riper Years ; of which latter sort, some are not 
called, others called. 

" How doth God deed with Reprobates dying Infants f 
" Being once conceived they are in a state of Death, (Ro- 
mans 5. 14,) by reason of the wn of Adam imputed, and of 
Original Corruption cleaving to their Nature, wherein also 
DYING, THEY PERISH: As (for instance) the Children of 
Heathen Parents. For touching the Children of Christians, 
we are taught to account them holy, 1 Cor. 7. 14."* 

And Stackhouse, another distinguished Church of 
England divine, writing nearly a century later, and 
contemporaneously with Swedenborg, says : 

" The Calvinists carry the matter much farther [than the 
schoolmen], asserting that original sin (besides an exclusion 
from Heaven) deserves the punishment of damnation; and 
therefore they conclude that such infants as die unbaptized, 
and are not of the number of the electa (which have always 
a particular exemption,) are, for the transgression of our first 
parents, condemned to the eternal torments of hell-fire. It 
must be confessed that the doctrine of the Church of England 
makes too near approaches to this opinion^ when it tells us 
that * in every person bom into the world, original sin do- 
serves God's wrath and damnation.' " 

Let this suffice by way of evidence going to show 
what was the belief of the English Church on this sub- 
ject prior to the time of Swedenborg. 

* Usher's Body of Divinity, p. 166. 

t Stackhouse's Body of Divinity, pp. 292, 293 — ^Fourth ed. 1760. 
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TESTIMONY OF THE SYNOD OF DOET. 

We come next to the testimony furnished by the 
famous Synod of Dort, which was convoked in the 
year 1618, by the authority of the States General of 
Holland, in consequence of the dissensions which had 
arisen from the prevalence of certain new opinions 
promulgated by James Arminius and his followers. 
Dr. Lyman Beecher says, that at this Synod there was 
" a most ample representation of the opinions of the 
whole Calvinistic world." Besides the deputies from 
the Belgic churches, there were present representa- 
tives from the churches of England, Scotland, Geneva, 
Switzerland, Embden, Bremen, and the Palatinate of 
Hesse. The Arminians had published a paper called 
a Kemonstkance, containing ten articles, wherein they 
had taken the liberty to dissent from the standards of 
the Belgic church, on several points of doctrine, and 
at the same time to explain and defend their own 
dJ)inions. These articles were taken up in order, and 
the deputies from the several reformed churches of 
Europe, composing the Synod, were requested to de- 
liver their judgment in writing respecting the alleged 
heresies of Arminius ; which they did. And we are 
told by the Encyclopaedia of Eeligious Knowledge, 
that " these papere, read before the Synod, furnish a 
rich hody of sound theology, and are all preserved in 
the journal or minutes of the body, the whole of which 
have been published." One of the alleged heterodox 
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tenets of the Bemonstrants, or Arminians, which the 
Synod had to consider, was, that " there is no repro- 
bation of infants ;" for " no one," say they, " is damned 
for original sin alone." Upon this heterodox opinion, 
as it was prononnced, the deputies from the several 
European churches gave their judgment in writing. 
The British divines said : 

^If this be the meaning of the position, that there is.no 
election of infants, that is, of one infant in preference to another j 
AS IP ALL PROMISCUOUSLY WERE SAVED, certainly the hy- 
pothesis HAS NO FOUNDATION ; nor if it were granted, would 
the [main] position follow. For according to the method of 
God*s election whether to be maintained or disproved [nam 
ad rationem electionis divince sive ponendam sen toUendam], 

THE CIRCUMSTANCE OP AGE HAS NOTHING TO DO WITH IT 

[est quiddam tmpertinens], and has no influence."* 

And in support of their opinion, as here expressed, 
they quoted this sentence from Prosper to Augustin : 

" Infants who have as yet no wills, no actions of their own, 
are not separated one from another without the judgment ef 
God ; some are taken as heirs, others pass away as debtors." 

The deputies from Switzerland said : 

"That there is election and reprobation of infants as well 
as of adults, we cannot deny against God, who tenderly loves, 
and inculpably hates them before they are bom." 

The Genevan Professors expressed their judgment 
thus : 

* Acta Dordr. Judicia Theologorum Exterorum, p. 10. 
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" Of the infants of believers only, who die of an age be- 
j they c 
saved," &c. 



fore they can be indoctrinated, we determine that they are ( / 



And when the judgments of all the foreign divines 
present in the Synod had been rendered, the Presi- 
dent, Bogerman, said by way of conclusion, that " they 
ought to thank God for the entire harmony of the for- 
eigners in the business of doctrine ; and God grant," 
he added, " that tlie like uniformity may be foutid \ 
among the natives.'' And the like uniformity whi^^ 
found among the natives. The deputies from UtrechtT 
said : " Election and reprobation take place even 
among infants." The judgment of those from Overys- 
sel stands recorded in almost the same words : " There 
is election and rejprobation even among infants." And 
in equally strong terms did the deputies from the 
province of Drenthe express their judgment : " We 
determine that the infants of unbelivers, dying in in- 
fancy, are reprobated. 1 Cor. vii. ; Eom. xi."* 

Suffice to say, that there were twenty -one different 
"judgments " read before this famous Synod of Dort, 
upon that article of the Remonstrants involving the 
question of the final state of those who die in infancy. 
And of these, ten were decidedly in fa/vor of the 
doctrine of infant damnation, while not one of them 
was opposed to it ; and to have been silent on the 
subject must have been considered as a sign of acqui- 
escence with the opinions of those who gave in their 

♦ Acta Dord. Jud. Theol. Prov. pp. 49, 69, 83. 
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judgment on this point. We may, therefore, safely 
say, that the doctrine of infant damnation was a cher- 
ished doctrine of the Synod of Dort, and of such of 
the reformed churches of Europe' as were represented 
in that Synod. And we might add to the evidence 
already adduced, that the same doctrine was very dis- 
tinctly taught by tlie theological writers of that day, 
who were held in highest repute by this Synod for 
their soundness of doctrine. Among the most emi- 
nent of these, may be mentioned the names of Fran- 
cis Gomarus, Antony Walaeus, Henry Alting, and 
"William Perkins. In his "judgment" concerning 
the first article of the Kemonstrants on Election and 
Reprobation, Gomarus says : 

" For original sin alone there is damnation, which is the 
wages of all sin, even of that which is not actual, Rom. v. 12, 
14, 21. Therefore the infants of unbelieving parents who 
are aliens from the covenant of God, not bom again, are by 
nature children of wrath, without Christ, without hope, without 
God, Ephe. ii. 3, 12, even as in the deluge the infants of 
the world of the ungodly, and in the conflagration the infants 
of the wicked Sodomites perished and were justly sub- 
jected TO the wrath op God with their parents, 2 
Peter ii. 5, 6."* 

Walaeus, who was a distinguished member of this 
famous Synod, professor of theology at Leyden, and one 
of the authors of the Belgic version of the Bible, says : 

♦Gomarus, Disputt. Theolog. p. 279. Acta Dordrechtana, Judida 
Theologorum Provincialiiun, p. 24. 
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" We belieye, indeed, with Augustin, in his Enchiridion 
and elsewhere, that those who shall perish on account of 
original sin alone, vnll receive the mildest punishment.'* — " But 
it does not follow there will be any punishment of loss without 
the punishment of sense ; for in the first place, to be for ever 
excluded from the assembly of the blessed and the presence of 
God, of itself would bring a sense of grief. Even for original 
sin alone, we are ' children of wrath,' Ephes. ii. 3, and there- 
fore worthy to feel God's wrath ; and of all sin the * wages is 
death,' Rom. vi. 23. But of the whole nation of the Sodom- 
ites and Gomorrites, among whom there were many infants, 
it is said in Jude, vs. 7, that they are suffering the ven- 
geance OP ETERNAL FIRE ; but in what manner or degree, 
we leave to the judgment of God."* 

Heniy Alting waPalso a member of the Synod, a 
deputy from the Palatinate, and professor of divinity 
at Heidelberg and Groningen. And among tlie " cal- 
umnies " against the orthodox doctrine on the punish- 
ment of sin, he reckons the following, which we give, 
with his answer : 

"The Calumny. That we indifferently exempt all infente, 
dying without baptism, from the punishment of original sin, 
and place them with the happy in heaven. 

" The Answer. No truly Orthodox theologian has 
said that or written it ; not Zuingle, not Calvin, nor any other 
of the same stamp. But we distinguish between the infants 
of believers and unbelievers. Those indeed who are bom in 
the covenant, if they are cut off by death so that they cannot 
be baptized, we number among those to be saved, and that 

* WalaeuB, Op. torn. I. pp. 584, 535. 
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because of the covenant promise which was made alike to 
parents and children. But the otuers, since not less than 
their parents thej have no lot in the covenant, and are aliens 
from the promises of grace, we leave to the M£RIT£D 

JUDGMENT OF GOD."* 

" We do not subject to the punishment of original sin, all 
infants promiscuously, but those only, who, bom of unbe- 
. lieving parents, are aliens from the grace of the covenant^ 
and do not partake of righteousness of life in Christ "f 

And Perkins, who was a leading writer in the 
controversy with Arminius, writes as follows "con- 
cerning the execution of the decree of reprobation :" 

" Reprobates are either infants, or men of riper age. 
In REPROBATE INFANTS, the execution of God's decree is this : 
As soon as they are bom, for the guilt of original and natural 
sin, being left in God's secret judgment unto themselves, they, 
dying, are rejected of God for ever."} 

Tlie evidence, then, is conclusive, that the Synod 
of Dort, which has been pronounced by an eminent 
authority " a most ample representation of the opin- 
ions of the whole Calvinistic world^^ held the doctrine 
of infant damnation. The circumstance that Tiot one 
of the several deputations denies it, while it is dis- 
tinctly aflBu'med by a number of them, may be taken 
as proof positive that it was the common belief of that 
body. 

* Ailing, Theolog. Elench. Loc. ix. p. 885, Ed. 1654. 

+ Ibid. p. 892. 

t Works of that Famous and Worthio Minister of Christ, in the Uni- 
versitio of Cambridge, M. W. Perkins, vol. i. p. 107. English copy, 
Fol., 1603. 
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TESTIMONY OF THE WESTMINSTER ASSEMBLY. 

We come next to the famous Westminster Assem- 
bly of divines, convoked by authority of Parliament, 
in the year 1643. And concerning the Confession of 
Faith drawn up by this Assembly, the Kev. Dr. Bee 
cher says : 

"The Synod op Cambridge, 1648, which represented 
not Massachusetts only, but New England, adopted, unani- 
mously, the ' Confession of Faith published of late by the 
reverend Assembly in England,' judging it * to be holy and 
orthodox, and judicious in all matters of faith.' The same 
confession was, in 1608, adopted by the churches in Connecti- 
cut represented at Say brook, as the symbol of their faith ; and 
the same is now the confession of faith of the Presbyterian 
church in the United States." 

Now, that this " reverend assembly" believed and 
taught the doctrine of infant damnation, is a fact not 
to be disputed. Two of the articles in the chapter of 
their Confession on Effectual Calling, read as follows : 

"j^&cf infants, dying in infancy, are regenerated and saved 
by Christ through the Spirit, who worketh when, and where, 
and how he pleaseth. So also are all other elect persons, 
who are incapable of being outwardly called by the ministry 
of the Word. 

" Others, not elected, although they may be called by the 
ministry of the Word, and may have some conmum operations 
of the Spirit, yet they never truly come unto Christ, and there- 
fore cannot he saved ; much less can men not professing the 
Christian religion be saved in any other way whatsoever, be 
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they never so diligent to frame their lives according to the light 
of nature, and the law of that religion they do profess ; and to 
assert and maintain that they may, is very pernicious, and to 
be detested." 

Tlio meaning of this language is sufficiently obvi- 
ous. But to remove all possible grounds of doubt on 
this score, we have but to consult the theological 
writings of some of the most distinguished members 
of tliat body. The Eev. Wm. Twiss, D.D., whom 
the Assembly, by a unanimous vote, honored with the 
office of Prolocutor, or Chairman, and who, from this 
circumstance, may be taken as a fair exponent of the 
opinions of tlie body, expresses himself in the man- 
ner following, concerning the final condition of many 
who die in infancy : 

" It were worth the knowing of this Author, whether any 
infants of Turks and Saracens, departing this life in their 
infancy, are left m this woful estate. If none are left, but all 
arc saved, is it not a pretty guilt of etemcH death, for which 
not any suffer ? And you may guess by this whether this 
Author's pretence of acknowledgment of natural corruption 
be not only from the teeth outward." Again — ^^ If many thou- 
sands, even all the Infants of Turks and Saracens dying in 
original sin, are tormented by him [the Deity] in Jlell Jbre, is 
he to be accounted the &ther of cruelties for this ?" Agaiit-" 
*^ Touching punishment in hell, it is either spoken of In- 
fants, or Men of ripe years. If of Infants departing in in- 
fancy, if guilty of eternal death, 'tis no injustice to inflict it ; 
and though he be slow to anger toward some, yet it is not n^ 
cessary he should be so to others." Again — " It is true many 
infants we say perish in original sin only, not living to .be 



THE OLD DOCTEINE. 43 

guilty of any actual sin of their persons." Once more — " Ev- 
ery man that is damned, is damned for original, as well as 
actual sins, and many thousand infants only for ori- 
ginal."* 

Sir Edward Leigh, another distinguished member 
of the Assembly, and the learned author of Critica 
Sdcra^ writes thus : 

" Arminians say, That there is neither election nor repro- 
bation of infants, and that no infants can be condemned for 
original sin. 

" Jacob was in a state of election in his mother's womb, 
Romans ix. 11. All men in the council of God are either 
elect or reprobate. But Infants are men, or part of mankind^ 
therefore they are either elect or reprobate, 

" 1. Infants are saved, therefore there is some election of 
infants, for salvation is a fruit of election, and proper to the 
elect, Romans xi. 7. There is a manifest difference among 
Infants^ between those that are bom in and outf of the 
Charcb. Children of unbelievers are unclean, and aliens 
from Christ and the Covenant of promise, Ephesians ii. 
11, 12. 

^ 2. That opinion, that no Infants are condemned for ori- 
ginal sin, seems to be contrary to that place, Ephesians iL 8.{ 

♦The Biohes of God's Love unto the Vessels of Mercy, consistent with 
his Absolate Hatred or Beprobation of the Vessels of Wrath, <&o., fol. 
Ed. 1658, pp. 89, 185, 186. Book II. pp. 149, 186. 

\ " The Apostle, 1 Cor. v. 12, forbids us to judge of them who are with- 
out. Wherefore we leave these infants to the free judgment of God ; we 
dare not promise salvation to any one remaining without the covenant of 
Christ. — Molinaeus." — LeigTCa marginal note, 

X '* The Arminians say that no one is damned for original sin : that is, 
the children of Turks, Saracens, Gentiles, who have died in infancy, en- 
ter the kingdom of heaven, and consequently are in a better condition 
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If this were true, the condition of a Turk's child djing in 
his infancy, is far better than the condition of Abraham, Isaac, 
or Jacob living, for they might fall from grace (say they) 
and be damned, but a Turk's child dying, according to their 
opinion, shall certainly be saved."* 

Anthony Burgess was a member of this famons 
Assembly, and may be cited as another good author- 
ity. And in his work on Original Sin, he not only 
maintains the doctrine of infant damnation, but gives 
a history of it; and furnishes us at the same time 
with an autliority in addition to his own, and an ad- 
mirable illustration of Edwards' doctrine, that the 
happiness of heaven receives a zest from contempla- 
ting the miseries of hell. 

"Fourthly, The consideration of Grod's just and severe 
proceedings against Pagans and their children, may make thee 
the more admire the grace of God in saving of thee. For 
how many Heathens perish in hell, who, it may be, never comr 
mitted such gross and foul sins in their lifetime, as thou hast 
done? To be sure their infants never committed such 
actual iniquities, as thou hast done ; yet they appear, accord- 
ing to God's ordinary way of proceedings, to he left in that 
lost estate of nature. And therefore that is a good quickening 
meditation which Vedelius useth, f -fli'for. cap. ^. page 119,) 
to make a godly man thankful for God's grace, seeing by na- 

than Abraham, Mosos, and the Vii^n Mary while npon earth. For they 
may perish, according to your doctrine, but not the children of Turks 
who have died in infancy. Yet the Apostle declares that all and every 
one of them are bom children of wrath, and what imaginable reason can 
there be why they may not also die children of wrath f Twiss. Contra 
Corvinum, c. 9. § 8. — Leigh^a marginal note. 

* Leigh's Body of Divinity, pp. 416, 417. Fol. Ed. 1662. 
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ture we deserve otherwise. ^Ah quot sunt, erunt in inferno 
miselU infaniuH^ S^c. Ah! how many little infants are, 
AND SHALL BE IN HELL, wbo never had the knowledge of 
good and evil ! And might not Grod have left thee in the same 
misery?* This (I say) is a pious meditation. [!!] Though 
that scoffing Remonstrant prefix this expression amongst 
others in the front of his Book, as if it were no less than 
blasphemy."* 

Dr. Manton, who wrote a hundred and thirty-nine 
sermons on the hundred and nineteenth psalm, and 
whose orthodoxy we believe was never called in 
question, though not a wember of the Assembly, was 
a popular preacher at Parliament, and in favor with 
80 many parties, that he may be taken as the fit expo- 
nent of religious opinions generally prevalent in his 
day. And he compares infants to "serpents before 
they be grown," and shows us that the doctrine of in- 
fant damnation was not only taught in the systematic 
divinity of that day, but actually preached from the 
pulpit, as may be seen from the following extract: 

'^Arminians say, That of Infants there is neither Election 
nor Reprobation, and that no Infant can be condemned for 
Original Sin; both which assertions are false; for we find 
that the Predestination of God hath plainly made a difference 
between Infant and Infant. Eom. 9. 11, 12, 13." — "That none 
is condemned for Original Sin, is also groundless, and con- 
trary to the Scripture; for we read, Eph. 2. 3, that we were 
by nature children of wrath, even as others. It is mercy, 

* Anthony BaiKj^ess on Original Sin, pp. 550, 551. Ed. 1659. 
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' that God will say to any that are in their blood and filthiness, 
j Live. Who can quarrel with his Justice, that he should damn 

I * 

any, though he see nothing but Original Pollution in them? 
Among men we crush the Serpents' Eggs before the Serpent 
1 be grown; and might not Grod destroy us for our Birth-Sin?** 

Few works, perhaps, have been held in higher re- 
pute by the orthodox schools of divinity, or are to be 
found more frequently referred to in the outlines of 
the Course of Theology taught in these schools, than 
Ridgley's Body of Divinity, and Stapfer's Polemical 
Theology. It is therefore important to our purpose 
to ascertain the opinion of these writers upon the doc- 
trine in question. 

Now, as to Eidgley, there can be no doubt that 
he believed in infant damnation ; though, much to 
the annoyance of some of his brethren — President Ed- 
wards in particular — he thought with some others, that 
it would be of a mitigated kind. He was evidently 
anxious to rid himself of the doctrine, as thousands of 
others have been ; but he had such a deep sense of 
its adhesiveness to certain other doctrines which he 
had never thought of questioning — ^he saw that it was 
so closely interwoven with his entire system of theol- 
ogy — that he could not give it up altogether. As an 
authority, therefore, he is the more important for be- 
ing a reluctant one. His " Body of Divinity" is the 
substance of several lectures on the Assembly's 
Larger Catechism. The following quotations from it, 

* Manton'fl Sermons, Vol. m. Serm. xxv. on Heb. xL 6. 
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therefore, go to show not only his own opinions on 
the subject immediately before him, but also what he 
thought was the belief of the Assembly : 

"It is necessary for us to consider the punishment due to 
Original Sin, as such, and how it differs from a greater degree 
thereof, which is due to its increasing guilt 

" The punishment due to Original Sin, as such, namely, 
in those who are charged with no other guilt, but that of 
Adam's first sin. This more especially respects those that 
die in their infancy, before they are capable of making any 
addition to it Concerning these, I cannot but conclude with 
Augustin, in his defence of Original Sin against the Pela- 
gians, that the punishment thereof is the most mild of any, 
and cannot be reckoned so great, as that it might be said 
of them^ that it had been better for them not to have been 
bom. 

"Those, who die in infancy, will appear, at the last day, 
to have been a very considerable part of mankind. And 
some tender parents who have had a due concern of spirit about 
their future state, would be very glad, were it possible for 
them, to have some hopes concerning the happiness thereof. 

"Various have been the conjectures of divines about it 
The Pelagians, and those who verge towards their scheme, 
have concluded, that they are all saved, as supposing that 
they are innocent, and not, in the least, concerned in Adam's 
sin: hU this is to set aside the doctrine we are maintaining; 
and therefore I cannot think their reasoning in this respect, 
very conclusive. 

"Others, who do not deny original sin, suppose, notwith- 
standing, that the guilt thereof is atoned for by the blood of 
Christ This would he a very agreeaMe notion could it be 
proved; and all that I shall say, in answer to it, is, that it 
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wants confirmation. As for those who suppose, with th« 
Papists, that the guilt of original sin is washed awaj bj bap- 
tism, as some of the Fathers have also asserted, this has so 
many absurd consequences attending it, that I need not spend 
time in opposing it — 

^'Others have concluded, that all the infants of believing 
parents, dying in infancy, are saved, as supposing that they 
are interested in the covenant of grace, in which God prom- 
ises, that he will be a Gk)d to believers, and their seed. This 
wouUd be a very comfortable thotighty to those who have hope 
concerning their own state. But I cannot find that this 

ARGUMENT IS SUFFICIENTLY MAINTAINED, sinCC it SCemS 

very evident, that all such-like promises rather respect the 
external, than the saving blessings of the covenant of grace. — 
^All that I shall attempt, at present, is, to prove, that if 
all, who die in their infancy, are not saved, yet their con- 
demnation is not like that which is due to actual sin, or those 
habits thereof, which are contracted by men. And here it 
must be allowed, pursuant to our former method of reasoning, 
that, if they are not saved, they have the punishment of loss 
inflicted on them ; for the right to the heavenly blessedness, 
which Adam forfeited and lost, respected not only himself, 
but all his posterity. Whether they have any further degree 
of punishment inflicted o^ them, or how far they are liable to 
the punishment ofsensCy I dare not pretend to determine,"* 

And Stapfer, in his Polemical Theology, holds the 
same doctrine, but in a severer form. In the chapter 
on Pelagianism, he gives us, among other things, a 
" Solution of the Principal Objections" to his own doc- 
trine concerning original sin. And the "principal 

♦ Ridgley's Body of Dii-inity, vol. i. pp. 845—7. 
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objections" which he undertakes to solve, are drawn 
from a treatise " On the Imputation of Adam's Sin," 
by Daniel Whitby, published in London in 1711, and 
which he says contains "whatever sophistry can be 
urged against original sin." The ninth of these " ob- 
jections" is this: "To subject infants to etenial punish- 
ment for Adam's sin, is to treat them worse than the 
devil himself, or than Adam, who himself committed 
the sin." To this Stapfer replies : 

"That infants, being corrupt by nature, and therefore 
obnoxious to condemnation, contain within themselves the 
root of all sins and so of all the evils which flow from it, so 
that guilt and punishment cannot but be naturally and neces- 
sarily connected with that sin. And then that the infants of 
believers are punished with eternal punishment we by no 
means hold, since they are considered as standing in the faith 
of their parents. As to the infants of unbeHevers, we believe 
that they are separated from the communion of God, and thus 
that they, as being children of wrath and condemnation, will 
be DAMNED by the very act by which they are excluded 
from the blessed communion of God. But there are various 
degrees ^of that punishment and damnation, so that the pun- 
ishment of infants and their sense of it will be least of any, 
and will therefore differ much from that of the devil, or of 
adults who voluntarily persevere in sin. So here too the 
ways of Grod are justified."* 

We have already quoted from Dr. Manton's ser- 
mons to show that the doctrine of infant damnation^ 
not only entered into and made a part of the sys- 

♦ Stapfer, Theol. Polem. vol. iv. p. 518, Ed. 1756. 

3 
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tematic divinity of two centuries ago, but that it was 
proclaimed from the pulpit in the ears of Christian 
congregations, and printed in sermons designed for 
spiritual edification. And we here add a quotation 
from Arthur Hildersham's Lectures on the Fifty-first 
Psalm, in further corroboration of our statement on 
this point : 

I ^'It is evident that God hath witnessed his wrath against 

the sin of infants, not only by hating their sins, but even their 
persons also. Horn. 9. 11, 13. And not only by inflicting 
temporal punishments upon them, but even by casting them 
« into heU. For of those that perished in Sodom and Gomor- 
^ rah, it is expressly said, Jtide 7, that they were not onlj 
, i consumed with fire and brimstone, but that they suffered the 
/ ( vengeance of eternal fire. And the Apostle proving infants 
i ; to be sinners by this argument, because death reigneth over 
j them. Bom, 5. 14, showeth plainly, he meaneth not a temporal 
death only, but such as he calleth condemnation, ver. 16." — 
^^ There is in them a natural proneness, disposition, and inclina- 
tion unto everything that is evil; as there is in the youngest 
whelp of a Lion, or of a Bear, or of a Wolf, unto cruelty, or 
in the very egg of a cockatrice, before it be hatphed." — 
'^ Against these damnable errors, [one of which is, that all who 
die in their infancy shall certainly go to heaven,] you have 
heard it evidently proved, 1. That all infants are sinners, and 
deserve damnation. 2. That many infants have been vessels 
, of wrath, and FIREBRANDS OF HELL."* 




One more extract, and we close our citation of au- 
thorities — ^presuming that the reader, if his patience / 

* Hildereham's Lecture» on the LI. Pb. pp. 280, 281, Ed. 1685. 
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be not exhausted, is by this time thoroughly convinced 
that the doctrine of infant damnation was a generally 
received doctrine among Christians prior to the time 
of Swedenborg. This extract is an important one, be- 
ing from Wigglesworth's " Day of Doom," " a work," 
says a writer in the Christian Examiner, " repeatedly 
published in this country, and, according to Cotton 
Mather, in England ; a work which was taught our 
fathers with their catechisms, and which many an 
agea person with whom we are acquainted can still 
repeat, though they may not have met with a copy 
since they were in leading strings ; a work which was 
hawked about the country printed on sheets, like com- 
mon ballads ; and, in fine, a work which fairly repre- 
sents the prevailing theology of New England at the 
time it was written, and which Mather thought might 
* perhaps find our children till the day [of doom] it- > 
self arrives.' "—Vol. V., p. 53T. r 

Wigglesworth was the minister of Maiden, and a 
"fellow and tutor," as Cotton Mather calls him, in 
Harvard College. The " reprobate wfcmti'^ are intro- 
duced by him at the Day of Doom, in the manner fol- 
lowing :" 

"Then to the bar all they drew near, 

Who di'd in infancy . 
And never had or good or bad 

Effected personally." 

And the little "reprobates" are represented as 
closing their plea for mercy at the bar of God in these 
words: 
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" Behold we see Adam set free, 

And sav'd from liis trespass, 
Whose sinful fall hath split us all, 

And brought us to this pass. 
Canst thou deny us once to try, 

Or grace to us to tender, 
When he finds grace before thy face 

That was the chief offender ?" 

And then the stem and inexorable judge is repre- 
sented as closing his answer to the little petitioners' 
prayer with these lines : 

^ ^ You sinners are, and such a share 
As sinners may expect, 
Siich you shall have ;for I do save 

None hut my own elect. 
Yet to compare your sin with their 
Who liv'd a longer time, 
% ' I do confess yours is much less. 

Though every sin's a crime. 

;" * A crime it is, therefore in Miss 

Ton may not hope to dwell; 
I But unto you I shall allow 

The easiest room in helL" 



Such are the views entertained by the Christian 
church prior to Swedenborg's time, respecting the 
final state of multitudes who die in infancy. Such is a 
brief exhibition of the evidence on which we base the 

m 

assertion that the belief in the doctrine of infant dam- 
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nation was then the prevalent belief among Christians, 
— so prevalent, indeed, that those who denied it were 
among the exceptions and the heretics. The reason 
why we have cited so many and such eminent author- 
ities, even at the risk of exhausting our readers' pa- 
tience, is, because we wished the evidence to be ample 
and satisfactory ; and because, moreover, it is no un- 
common thing, at the present day, to meet with even 
professed Calvinists, especially among the laity, who 
deny that they believe, or that their church ever be- 
lieved, a doctrine so revolting as that of the damna- 
tion of infants. But the evidence is irresistible, that 
this was once the prevailing belief among the various 
branches of the Christian church. 



OHAPTEE II. 



INFERENCES. 



" The oanker-worm spoileth, and fleeth away. Thy crowned are as the 
locusts, and thy captains as the great graBshoppers, which camp in the 
hedges in the cold day ; bat when the sun ariseth, they flee away, and 
their place is not known where they are." — Nahum iii. 16, 17. 



"What, now, are the inferences forced upon us by 
the testimony exhibited in the foregoing chapter, 
viewed in connection with the prevailing belief of 
Christians of the present day upon the subject we have 
been considering? In view of the dense Cimmerian 
darkness which had overspread the Christian world 
prior to the time of Swedenborg, who will deny that 
there was need of a new revelation from God out of 
heaven ? And who can doubt that, ere long— dating 
from that dark period of the church when men 
^^ groped as if they had no eyes" — such a revelation 
would be vouchsafed as would eflfectually dissipate 
these shades of night ? 

Besides, this old doctrine of infant damnation is part 
and parcel of a stupendous heap of theological errors, 
which had been accumulating for more than fifteen 
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linndred years. It is seen to be logically and inti- 
mately connected with the popular doctrines of fore- 
ordination, election, reprobation, imputed sin and 
imputed righteousness — clearly of the same family 
and household as these. Kor is the doctrine one whit 
more immoral in its tendency, nor more dishonorable 
to the character of the Divine Being, than is the doc- 
trine of a vicarious atonement, to which, indeed, in 
some respects, it seems intimately allied. For, says 
the learned Theophilus Gale : 

" There is no justice properly so termed in respect of the 
Creatures, whereby Grod stands obliged to them, antecedent to 
the constitution of his own Will. Nothing more unjust than 
to deny unto God an absolute Dominion to dispose of the 
Creature made by him as it pleaseth him. And tluit God 
DID, DE FA CTO^ inflict the highest tobments on an 

INNOCENT, PURE, SPOTLESS CrEATUBE, EVEN THE HUMAK 

Nature op His own Son, is most evident."* 

And now the question comes, Why is it that this 
doctrine of infant damnation, which once stalked 
abroad so boldly, and was treated everywhere with 
such cordial respect and affection, has become so dis- 
agreeable and unpopular of late? "Why is it that in 
these latter times it so shrinks from exposure, and 
anxiously seeks to hide ita hideous head ? "Why is it 
that this doctrine has become so much more odious to 
Christians now, than it was one or two centuries ago t 
Why is it that you no longer hear it mentioned from 

• Court of the Gentiles, Part iv. B. iL chap. yi. % 1. 
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the pulpit, or defended in theological treatises ? Why 
is it that Christians of every name, not even excepting 
Oalvinists themselves, are now so ready to reject and 
disown it ? Why, indeed, but because a new Sun has 
risen upon the moral world, making more and more 
manifest the things of darkness ? Why, but because 
the heavens have been opened, and the glad beams 
of heavenly light have begun slowly to penetrate the 
dark comers of the earth, and to drive to their hiding 
places the creatures of the night ? Why, but because 
this is the beginning of a New Age — an age of general 
and rational illumination — the day of the Lord's sec- 
ond appearing, which He himself declared would be 
''as the lightning, which cometh out of the east, and 
shineth even imto the west" ? Why, but because the 
present is the dawn of that great and glorious day in 
which, as saith the prophet Isaiah, '' a man shall cast 
Ids idols of silver and his idols of gold, which they 
made each one for himself to worship, to the moles 
and to the bats ; to go into the clefts of the rocks, and 
into the tops of the ragged rocks, for fear of the Lord, 
and for the glory of his majesty"? And as the light 
of this New Dispensation diffuses itself more and more 
abroad, it will fare with other doctrines, popular and 
in good repute at present, as it has already fared with 
the one we have been considering. Before the lapse 
of another century, the doctrines, as hitherto ex- 
pounded, of three persons in tlie Godhead, a vicarious 
atonement, justification by faith alone, the resurrection 
of the material body, and others of kindred character, 
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will take their places anions the rubbish of the past ; 
and teaching mLsters will be aa nnwUling to defend 
them, or even to name them approvingly, as they are 
now to defend or name the old dogma of infant dam- 
nation. This will result inevitably from the steady 
diffusion of the light of the New Dispensation — ^from 
that clear rational illumination of the popular mind 
of Christendom, which is now everywhere going on in 
consequence of the descent of the New Jerusalem. 

"We have not attempted here any refutation of the 
doctrine of infant damnation; nor shall we attempt 
any. There is no occasion for that. But, in striking 
contrast with the Old doctrine, as herein exhibited, 
we shall present the New doctrine concerning the state 
of infants after death, as set forth in the revelations 
made for the New Church. Then let the reader decide 
between them ; let him say which is from above, and 
which from beneath — ^which is true, and which is false. 

3* 



PART 11. 



THE NEW DOCTRINE; 



OB 



" The people that walked in darkueBs haye Been a great light ; they that 

dwell in the land of the shadow of death, npon them hath the light 
•hined."— Ib. ix. 2. 



« Welcome Lite 1 The Spirit Btrives ! 
Strength retamB and hope revives; 
Cloudy fears and shapes forlorn 
Fly like shadows at the mom. — 
O'er the earth there comes a bloom, 
Sunny light for sullen gloom, 
Warm perfhme for vapor cold — 
I smell the rose above the mould." 

Thomas Hood. 



CHAPTER L 

THE NEW DOCTRINR 

**How beautifal upon the monntidns are the feet of him that bringeth 
good tidings, that pabliaheth peace ; that bringeth good tidings of goody 
that pablisheth salvation." — ^Is. liL 7. 

"Wb have seen how prevalent — ^how almost tmiversal 
was the belief in the doctrine of infant damnation, 
prior to the time of Swedenborg, through whom, as it 
is believed, a new dispensation of Christianity was 
vouchsafed nnto men. This has been shown by co- 
pious extracts from books and other printed docu- 
ments, whose authority no one will call in question. 
"We have seen that this doctrine, false, cruel, loathsome 
and absurd as it now seems to almost every one, was 
once believed and taught for Bible truth, by men who 
have been looked up to and revered as distinguished 
luminaries in the church. "We have seen that it was 
held by those celebrated " Reformers," Luther, Me- 
lancthon, Calvin, and Beza — ^by many eminent minis- 
ters of the gospel and professors of theology, who have 
taken the lead in theological opinion since their time — 
by the English and German churches — ^by the famous 



^ . 



62 STATE OF INFANTS AFTER DEATH. 

Synod of Dort — and by tlie "Westwinster Assembly of 
Divines, whose Confession of Faith still forms the 
platform of the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States. 

But rarely do we hear the belief in this doctrine 
publicly asserted now. Even the rankest Calvinists, 
if they believe it, are chary about avowing their be- 
lief, and prefer to pass the question stii sUentio, The 
time was, however, wilJiin the memory of some now 
living, when the case was quite otherwise. Some can 
remember to have once heard clergymen assert from 
the pulpit, and in the presence of large and intelligent 
audiences, that they had no doubt there were myriads 
of infants groaning in helll But what intelligent 
Christian congregation, in these days, would tolerate 
language like this ? What clergyman, however ortho- 
dox or Calvinistic in sentiment, would dare to utter 
it? "We doubt if there be any. The revealing light 
of the New Dispensation, and the resisting power of 
the new heavens, render it well nigh impossible. 

Seeing, then, that doctrines so monstrous as this — 
and others, equally unreasonable, which might be 
mentioned — ^have been taught for Scripture verities by 
the professed expounders of the Christian faith, can 
we wonder that infidelity rank and virulent has for so 
long time been festering in the heart of almost every 
community throughout Christendom ? Is it not rather 
a cause of wonder that infidelity has not been, and is 
not now far more bold, and its advocates far more 
numerous ? Who, indeed, would not prefer to be an 
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infidel^ if, to be a ChrisUcm^ he must believe a doctrine 
80 horrible as that of infant damnation ? Yet this doc- 
trine is seen to be the legitimate offspring of others, 
still held in tolerably good repute among many, such 
as the doctrines of election, reprobation, and the impur 
tation of Adam's sin. Do you say it is a most unrea- 
sonable doctrine? True: but that is no objection to 
it in the minds of those who disca/rd reason, and dep- 
recate the exercise of it in matters of religious faith. 
Neither is the fact that the doctrine is monstrous, un- 
just and cruel, any objection to it in the minds of 
those, who have persuaded themselves that the divine 
and human ideas of justice and mercy have nothing in 
common ; or that an act may be right and just in 
God, which would be wicked and abominable in man. 
But there is cause for joy and thankfulness that 
this doctrine has been compelled to retreat before the 
dawning light of the New Age— compelled to hide its 
head ^^ in the holes of the rocks, and in the caves of 
the earth, for fear of the Lord, and for the glory of 
His majesty." For the light of the New Jerusalem, 
which is a glorious light from the Lord out of heaven 
— a light breaking forth from the spiritual or heavenly 
sense of the Sacred Scripture — ^is now shed abroad 
with greater or less effulgence in the minds of multi- 
tudes, who have never heard of Swedenborg or the 
church of the New Jerusalem by name. And one of 
the immediate effects of this universally diffused light, 
is, to put to silence, or drive into obscurity, doctrines, 
whose hideous deformity it so faithfully leveala. 
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They flee before it, and hide themselves, as owls, and 
bats, and all creatures of the night, retreat to their 
hiding-places as soon as the dawn of a new morning 
comes. 

"We turn now from the absurd, dark and dreadful 
doctrine concerning the final condition of many who 
die in infancy, as believed and taught by the first 
Christian Church, to that more rational, bright and 
beautiful doctrine on the subject, as set forth in the 
revelations made for the use of the New Church. 
And as the traveller in the desert, weary, and worn, 
and wasted by his journey, scotched by the sun's 
burning heat, faint from parching thirst, and almost 
blinded by the drifting sands, hails with rapture the 
sight of green herbage and the music of babbling 
brooks, so do we joyfully turn from the Old to the 
New Christian doctrine upon the subject under con- 
sideration ; — ^from the doctrine held to be orthodox by 
John Calvin, the Synod of Dort, and the "Westminster 
Assembly, to that revealed by the Lord through his 
own chosen servant, Emanuel Swedenborg. 

According to the New doctrine on this subject, 
then, cJZ who die in infancy go directly to heaven, or 
pass immediately into some of the angelic societies, 
and in due time become themselves angels. Nor does 
this depend at all upon the character of their parents, 
as whether they be virtuous or vicious, pious or impi- 
ous, in the church or out of it. Christians or Pagans ; 
nor upon the circumstance of the infants themselves 
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having been baptized or not. And the same is true of 
children dying at any age prior to the period when they 
may properly be said to have become free agents, and to 
have confirmed, by their own free choice, either good or 
evil principles. To cite the language of Swedenborg: 

" Seine believe that only the infants who are born within 
the church are admitted into heaven, but not those who 
are born out of the church ; and they assign as a reason, that 
infants within the church are baptized, and are thus initiated 
into the faith of the church. But they are not aware that no 
one receives heaven or faith by baptism ; for baptism is only 
a sign and memorial that man is to be regenerated, and that 
he is capable of being regenerated who is bom within the 
church, because the church possesses the Word which con- 
tains the divine truths by which regeneration is effected, and 
in the dinrch the Lord is known, by whom it is accom- 
plished. Be it known, therefore, that every infant, whereso- 
ever he is bom, — ^whether within the church or out of it, 
whether of pious parents or of wicked parents, — ^is received 
by the Lord when he dies, and is educated in heaven. He is 
there instructed according to divine order, and is imbued with 
affections of good, and by them with knowledges of truth ; and 
afterwards, as he is perfected in inteUigence and wisdom, he 
is introduced into heaven, and becomes an angel. Every 
mian who thinks from reason, may know that no one is bom 
for hell, but all for heaven, and that man himself is in &ult if 
he goes to hell ; but that infants cannot be in fault." — H, H. 
829. 

Thus, according to the New doctrine, all who die 
in infancy and childhood go to heaven. They are not 
angels, however, immediately afler their decease, 
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though they are in the society of angels ; for they are 
destitute of that intelligence and wisdom by which 
the angels are characterized. Or, they are rudimental 
lunigels, as the ovary or seed-bud is the rudiment of 
the yet immature fruit., or as little children here on 
earth are initial or rudimental men. They have the 
same infantile form and infantile mind which they had 
before their decease ; for the death of the body works 
no immediate change in the spiritual organism, or in 
the mental characteristics. So long, therefore, as in- 
fants in the other world are destitute of heavenly wis- 
dom, they are not angels, although associated with 
angels. Accordingly Swedenborg says : 

^ When infants die, they are still infants in the other life. 
They possess the same infantile mind, the same innocence in 
ignorance, and the same tenderness in all things. They are 
only in rudimental states introductory to the angelic ; for in- 
fants are not angels, but become angels. Every one, on his 
decease, is in a similar state of life to that in which he was in 
the world ; an infant in a state of infancy, a boy in a state of • 
boyhood, and a youth, a man, or an old man, in the state of 
youth, of manhood, or of age ; but the state of every one is 
afterwards changed. The state of infants excels that of all 
others, because they are in innocence, and evil is not yet 
rooted in them by actual life ; for innocence is of such a na- 
ture, that all things of heaven may be implanted in it, because 
innocence is the receptacle of the truth of faith and of the 
good of love."— JK K 330. 

The state of infants in the spiritual world is far 
more perfect than that of infants in this world ; for 
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they are sot invested with a material bodj^bnt with a 
body Kke that of the angels. They are in that higher 
or more interior sphere of human life, where all things ; 
are more perfect than they are in this lower sphere ; 
for it is a universal law, that the perfection of things 
increases, according to the progress towards interiors. 
Being spirits untrammelled by gross matter, they act 
immediately according to the promptings of their in- 
terior affections; and all their mental and bodily 
powers are more rapidly unfolded than those of in- 
fants in this world. Then they are far more wisely 
governed and instructed, being in constant association 
with, and under the immediate care and direction of, 
some of the best of the angels. To quote again the 
treatise on Heaven and Hell : 

'^ The state of infants in the other life is much more per- 
fect than that of infants in the world, because they are not 
clothed with an earthly body, but with a body like that of 
angels. The earthly body in itself is obtuse, and does not re- 
ceive its first sensations and first motions from the interior or 
spiritual world, but £tx)m the exterior or natural world. In- 
fants, therefore, in the world, must learn to walk, to use their 
limbs, and to speak ; and even their senses, as the senses of 
seeing and hearing, are to be opened in them by use. It is 
otherwise with infants in the other life. They are spirits, and 
therefore they act immediately according to their interiors. 
They walk without previous teaching, and speak also ; but at 
first they speak only from general afiections not clearly dis- 
tinguished into ideas of thought In a short time they are 
initiated also into these, and acquire them speedily, because 
their exteriors are homogeneous to their interiors. 
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^ As soon as infants are raised from the dead, which takes 
place immediately after their decease, they are carried up into 
heaven, and delivered to the care of angels of the female sex, 
who in the life of the body loved infants tenderly, and at the 
same time loved GU>d. Since these angels when in the world 
loved all infants from a sort of maternal tenderness, they re- 
ceive them as their own ; and the infants also, from an affec^ 
tion implanted in them, love them as their own mothers. 
Every female angel has as many infants under her care, as 
she desires fix>m a spiritual maternal affection. 

'^ The difference between those who die infants and those 
who die at mature age, shall abo be explained. They who 
die adults have a plane acquired frcmi the earthly and mate- 
rial world, which they carry along with them. This plane is 
their memory and its corporeal natural affection. After death 
this plane remains fixed, and is quiescent ; but still it serves 
as the ultimate plane of thought, for the thought flows into it 
Hence it is, that, according to the quality of that plane, and 
the correspondence of the rational principle with the things 
contained in it, such is the quality of the man after death. 
But they who die in infancy, and are educated in heaven, 
have not such a plane, but a spiritual-natural plane, since they 
derive nothing from the material world and the terrestrial 
body ; wherefore they cannot be in such gross affections and 
thence in such gross thoughts, because they derive all things 
from heaven. Besides, infants do not know that they were 
bom in the world, and therefore they suppose that they were 
bom in heaven ; consequently they know nothing of any birth 
but the spiritual birth, which is effected by knowledges of 
good and truth, and by intelligence and wisdom, by virtue of 
which man is man ; and since these principles are from the 
Lord, they believe, and love to believe, that they are the 
children of the Lord Himself. Nevertheless the state of men 
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who grow up to years of maturity on earth, may become as 
perfect as the state of infants who grow up in heaven, pro- 
vided they remove corporeal and terrestrial loves, — ^which are 
the loves of self and the world, — and in their place receive 
spiritual loves."— /?. K, 331, 332, 345. 

Thus, the lot of infants and of all little children in 
the spiritual world, is altogether preferable to the lot 
of those in this world. They are in far better com- 
pany, and under far better influences, there, than here. 
All their spiritual wants are better provided for ; for 
the angels who have the care of them are much wiser 
than even the wisest and best of earthly parents, and 
love them with a purer spiritual aflfection, that is, with 
an affection which looks more steadily at their eternal 
well-being. Thus, through the guidance and instruc- 
tion of their good guardian angels, they are kept con- 
tinually under the more immediate auspices of the 
Lord, and protected against those manifold debasing 
influences which surround so many little children ia 
this lower sphere. Here, the moral atmosphere which 
our little ones are compelled to breathe, is polluted 
more or less with the pernicious taint of sin : There, 
they breathe the healthful and balmy air of heaven ; 
no blasting mildew, no foul breath from hell, is suf- 
fered to fall upon them. Here, their hearts often be- 
come cankered, and their feelings callous, through 
harshness, injustice and cruelty: There, unspeakable 
kindness, tenderness and forbearance, meet them at 
every turn. So wisely and tenderly are they gov- 
erned, that their hereditary evils remain dormant — 
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are not excited, or aroused into activity. Here, they 
are often forced to be spectators of shocking scenes — 
scenes in which the very malignities of hell pour 
themselves forth in obscenity, vulgarity, profanity, 
cruel calumnies, stinging taunts, and acts of violence, 
hatred and cruelty: There, they witness no exhibi- 
tions of turbulent passions or evil feelings in those 
around them ; they hear no vulgar, profane or angry 
words ; they look upon no wicked deeds. On the 
contrary, they are encompassed with an atmosphere 
of tenderest love and purest wisdom. Love prompts, 
and wisdom directs, all that is done to them and for 
them. Love breathes in every tone they hear ; love 
beams in every face they see ; love moalds the forms, 
and prompts the words, and shapes the deeds of all 
around them. And even the gardens, trees and flow- 
ers, and all the innocent and beautiful objects which 
greet their senses and fill their souls with exquisite 
delight, are but the embodied and substantial forms 
of those angelic affections, which are poured forth in 
a constant, fresh and living stream, into their inno- 
cent and tender hearts. 

They are also educated in a much wiser and more 
perfect manner than children in this world, and im- 
prove much faster. This might reasonably be inferred 
from what has already been said. They are instructed 
for the most part by representatives adapted to their 
age and capacities, the transcendant beauty of which, 
and their fulness of angelic wisdom, are said to exceed 
all belief. Objects indescribably beautiful and inter- 
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esting are exhibited to iheir senses, and they are 
greatly delighted with them ; and by means of such . 
objects, all of which are correspondences replete with 
heavenly instruction suited to iheir states, the interiors 
of their minds are gradually opened, formed and per- 
fected, and heavenly intelligence insinuated into their 
innocent affections. Thus they are led on by their 
angel teachers to the fulness of angelic wisdom, far 
more rapidly as well as more pleasantly than children 
in this world, even under the best instruction ; for the 
wisest of teachers on earth, are at best but distant ap- 
proximations towards those in heaven. No harshness, 
no severity, no compulsory processes are resorted to 
there, but all are led hy their affections ; for the 
angels, on account of their superior wisdom, know 
how to insinuate heavenly intelligence into the minds 
of little children through the medium of things most 
agreeable to their senses. They know how to in- 
struct them in such a manner, and by such repre- 
sentatives, as are most interesting and delightful to 
the children. To cite again the language of Sweden- 
borg : 

" The manner in which infants are educated in heaven, 
shall also be briefly described. They learn to speak from their 
teachers. Into their affections — ^which all proceed from inno- 
Msence — are first insinuated such things as appear before their 
eyes, and are delightful ; and as these are from a spiritual 
origin, the things of heaven flow into them also at the same 
time, and thus their interiors are opened, and they become 
every day more perfect When this first period is completed, 
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they are transferred to another heaven, where they are in 
structed hj masters ; and so thej proceed. 

''Infants are instructed principally by representatives 
suited to their capacities, which, in beauty and fulness of wis- 
dom derived from an interior ground, exceed all belief. Thus 
intelligence, which derives its soul from good, is insinuated 
into them by degrees. 

''The Lord also flows into the ideas of infants chiefly 
from inmost principles^ for nothing closes their ideas, like 
those of adults. No false principles obstruct their under- 
standing of truth, nor does the life of evil obstruct their recep- 
tion of good, and thus their reception of wisdom. Hence it is 
evident, that infants do not come inmiediately after death into 
the angelic state, but that they are gradually introduced into 
it by the knowledges of good and truth ; and that this intro- 
duction is according to all heavenly order : for the minutest 
particulars of their natural disposition are knowii to the Ix)rd, 
and therefore they are led to receive truths of good'and goods 
of truth according to every movement of their afifection. 

" In what manner all things are insinuated into them by 
delights and pleasantnesses suited to their temper, has been 
also shown to me. It was granted me to see little children 
most elegantly clothed, having their breasts adorned with gar- 
lands of flowers resplendent with the most pleasing and celes- 
tial colors, which also encircled their tender arms. On one 
occasion I saw some children with their instructresses accom- 
panied by virgins in a paradisiacal garden, not consisting so 
much of ornamental trees, as of laurel espaliers, and thus of 
porticoes with paths conducting towards the interior parts. 
The children themselves were clothed in the manner above 
mentioned, and when they entered the garden, the clustering 
flowers above the entrance shot forth glad radiance. From 
this may be inferred the peculiar quality of their delights, and 
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that they are introduced bj agreeable and delightful objects ' ' 
into the goods of innocence and charity, which goods are con' 
tinually insinuated from the Lord by those mediums. 

" It was shown me by a mode of communication familiar 
in the other life, what is the nature of the ideas of infants 
when they see any objects. Every object, even the most 
minute, appears to be alive, and therefore in every idea of 
infantile thought there is life. I also perceived that the ideas 
of infants on earth are nearly the same, when they are en- 
gaged in their little pastimes; for they do not yet possess 
reflection, like adults, so as to distinguish the inanimate from 
the Hving."— ^ H., 334, '5, '6, 7, '8. 

But it must not be supposed that infants, after 
their removal to the other world, remain infants, nor 
that children remain children, throughout eternity. 
Such is not the case. They advance to the full stature 
of manhood there, the same as here, but more rap- 
idly. They grow by the constant accretion of the sub- 
stances of the spiritual world, just as children on earth 
grow by the constant accretion of material substances; 
for the bodies of all in the other world are formed of 
the substances of that world, which are spiritual, as 
the bodies which invest our spirits while in the flesh, 
are formed of the substances of the material world. 
But they do not grow old there as here. They do not 
advance beyond the period of early manhood, but 
retain for ever the freshness, bloom and beauty, which 
belong to tliat period. But in order that they may 
receive angelic life in all fulness, in order that their 

human faculties may be unfolded, strengthened and 

4 
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perfected in the highest degree, it is necessary that 
they shonld attain to the fulness and perfection of the 
angelic form. For in all normal conditions of things 
endowed with life, the form mnst correspond to the 
essence ; and to suppose that the perfection of angelic 
life might exist and manifest itself under the feeble 
and immature form of a little infant, were not less 
absurd than to suppose that all the delicious qualities 
of the fuU-^rown and full-ripe orange, might be im- 
parted to the tender germ of that fruit as soon as the 
blossom has fallen. Accordingly Swedenborg says: 

" Many persons may imagine that infants are for ever in- 
fimts amongst the angels in heaven. They who do not know 
what constitutes an angel, may be confirmed in this opinion 
from the images which are sometimes seen in churches, where 
angels are exhibited as infants. But the case is altogether other- 
wise. Intelligence and wisdom constitute an angel; and so 
long as infants are without intelligence and wisdom, although 
they are associated with angels, they are not yet angels. 
When they become intelligent and wise, then they first become 
angels. I have, indeed, been surprised to see that they then 
no longel* appear as infants, but as adults, for they are then no 
longer of an infantile disposition, but of a more mature angelic 
character. Intelligence and wisdom produce this maturity. 
Infants appear more adult in proportion as they are perfected 
in intelligence and wisdom, and thus as youths and young men, 
because intelligence and wisdom constitute essential spiritual 
nourishment. That which nourishes their minds nourishes 
also their bodies, from correspondence, because the form of the 
body is nothing but an external form of the interiors. It is to 
be observed, that infants who grow up in heaven do not ad- 
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vance beyond early youth, but remain in that state to eternity. 
That I might be assured of this, it has been granted me to 
converse with some who were educated as infants in heaven, 
and who had grown up there. I have also spoken with some 
when they were infants, and aflerwards with the same when 
they had become young men, and heard from them the pro- 
gression of their life from the one age to the other."— JZ JK, 340. 

But if children grow in the other world, how shall 
we be able to recognize those who ha^e been taken 
from us in their early years ? Shall I never behold 
my child again ? says some bereaved and affectionate 
mother. Shall I never see my little Carrie, my sweet 
Alice, or my darling Mary, just as she was befcMre 
death snatched her from my embrace? K not, then 
indeed will heaven be for ever closed against me. Tbe, 
other world will be to me as dark and desolate as thia. 

But you wUl see your darling child again, even if 
you should not yourself enter the spiritual world these 
fifty years or more. You will see it just as it was 
when in health, before it left this world ; everything 
about it — ^its countenance, voice, figure, manner — 
will be just as when you know it on earth; and 
you will also be permitted to recognize and love 
it, and to be recognized and loved by it in return, as 
in times gone by. This will be permitted by the Lord 
in answei' to the deep desire of your heart, ii,nd in 
tender mercy towards you. And this is th^,way in 
which the Lord's benignant purpose in ^ch cases is 
accomplished : The child, now grown to be a bright 
and beautiful angel, is remitted into that tender and 
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infantile state in which it was when on earth; and 
when in this state, it necessarily puts on precisely the 
same infantile fprm which it had when in the same 
state in this world. For it is one of the laws of the 
other life, that as soon as any person is remitted into 
the state in which he was while on earth, he imme- 
dif^tely puts on a similar bodily form, a similar man- 
ner, a similar expression of countenance, and speaks 
in a similar tone. This results necessarily from the 
great law of CorrespondenoB| which is fixed and con- 
stant in the other world. 

But it is not in heaven that parents are permitted 
. to meet and recognize their little ones who have gone 
before them, but in the "World of Spirits, that inter- 
mediate state upon which all first enter immediately 
after death. For all, when in this state, or on their 
firat entrance into the other world, being in the state 
of their externals, appear just as they did in this 
world. Therefore it is in the World of Spirits where 
those who had been friends and acquaintances on 
earth, meet and recognize each other after death. It 
is here that parents meet and recognize their children. 
But they will not always remain together here, be^ 
xjause they will not always remain in the state of their 
externals. As the parents pass from their external 
and natural, into an internal and spiritual state, they 
will gradually lose the desire to haVe their little ones 
remain always in the same state, or of the same in- 
fantile form. They will by degrees cease to think of 
them as tTvei/r children ; and as they come into higher 
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spiritual states, they will cease to desire their society, . 
unless they feel a spiritual nearness to, and affinity for,** 
them. They will see, as they pass into more and more 
interior states, that the highest and only permanent 
relationships are spiritual ; therefore they will have no 
desire to remain for ever with those to whom they 
have once stood in the relation of natural parents, 
unless they find themselves closely allied to them 
spiritually. Their former natural relationships will be 
forgotten, and new and higher relationships will be 
formed, determined by spiritual proximity. In the 
degree that this takes place, parents will lose all de- 
sire to have their natural offspring remain with them 
permanently, unless they are spiritually related to 
them. Therefore if a separation takes place in the 
other world, it will cause no pain either to parents or 
children, because the natural affections, which in this 
world formed the basis of this relationship, will have 
ceased their activity. Having performed their use on 
earth, these affections now give place to higher spir- 
itual affections. Hence the Lord, addressing Himself 
to those who have passed into a state to act &om 
spiritual affections, or according to the laws of spir- 
itual order, says : " Call no man your father upon the 
earth, for one is your Father which is in heaven." 

"While, therefore, according to the New Theology, 
parents, who desire it, will be permitted to meet and 
recognize their children in the World of Spirits, and 
to remain with them as long as their society may be 
mutually agreeable, they will not, when their more 
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interior and permanent states are unfolded, continue 
to desir5 their companionship, unless they perceive a 
near spiritual relationship— unless they are of a simi- 
lar internal quality. The sum of this instruction may 
be gathered from the following extract from Sweden- 
borg's treatise on Heaven and Hell : 

" The World of Spirits contains a great number of inhabi- 
tants, because it is the region in which all first assemble, and 
where all are examined and prepared for their final abode. 
* * * All meet in that world, and converse together, 
when they desire it, who had been friends and acquaintances 
in the life of the body ; especially wives and husbands, broth- 
ers and sisters. I saw a father conversing with his six sons, 
all of whom he recognized ; and many others conversing with 
their relations and friends ; but as they were different in dis- 
position, resulting from their course of hfe in the world, after 
a short time they separated. But those who go from the 
World of Spirits to heaven, and those who thence go to hell, 
afterwards neither see nor know each other any more, unless 
they are similar in disposition and similar in love. The rea- 
son that all who had been acquainted see one anotlier in the 
World of Spirits, and not in heaven nor in hell, is, because, 
while they inhabit the world of spirits, they are brought into 
states similar to those which they experienced in the life of the 
body, passing from one into another. But afterwards all arc 
brought into a permanent state, similar to that of the govern- 
ing love ; and then, one individual only knows another from 
the similitude of his love ; for similitude conjoins, and dissi- 
militude separates." — If. JL, 426, '7. 

But if parents become regenerated on earth, and 
there bo found a close spiritual affinity between them 
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and their children who have gone before them into the 
other world, then the family connection may be con- 
tinued throughout the ages of eternity, with its bless- 
ings multiplied, its joys refined, and its delights 
gi-eatly augmented. This, as Swedenberg tells us, is 
sometimes the case. 

"Certain souls," says he, "who were with me, 
were let into a state of innocence, from which they 
conversed with me through [the medium of] spirits; 
and they confessed that it was a state of such joy and 
gladness, that neither eye, nor ear, nor mind, nor 
human intellect could perceive it, for it was their in- 
most principles ^ich were aflfected. * * * They 
were with those who had been their parents, grand- 
sires, and ancestors, thus with the whole family for 
two centuries back. They were admitted together 
with them in that heaven, and the joy was such as to 
be entirely ineffable."— aS^. J)i., 832, '4. 

But it is a doctrine of the New Church — a doc- 
trine whose truth Scripture, observation, and each in- 
dividual's own experience, abundantly confirm — that 
we are all bom with a certain hereditary evil taint. 
We are born with a perverse nature, or with tenden- 
cies to all kinds of evil ; and this, on account of the 
moral disorder of the race. "When we arrive at matu- 
rity, we find a supreme selfishness to be the overmas- 
tering force within us ; until, through the regenerating 
power of Divine Love, we lose this supremely selfish 
life, and receive the opposite life from on High — the 
life of love to the Lord and love to the neighbor. 
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Hence the necessity of losing our own life for the 
Lord's sake — the necessity of being horn again^ or horn 
from abovej before we can enter the kingdom of heaven. 
The transmission, by hereditary descent, of certain 
physical qualities, — certain natural diseases or tenden- 
cies to disease, is a fact well established, and univer- 
sally admitted among scientific men. Yet this is not 
more certain than the transmission from parents to chil- 
dren of certain mental qualities — certain dispositions 
or moral proclivities — certain tendencies to good or to 
evil, and to particular kinds of good or of evil. This 
being admitted, how is it, then, some will ask, that all 
who die in infancy and childhood can go to heaven ? 
Do not the evil tendencies and corrupt inclinations 
belonging to their nature, go with them into the other 
world ? And if so, what finally becomes of these ten- 
dencies and inclinations ? How are they to be over- 
come or got rid of? 

It is quite true that children do carry with them 
into the other world all the perverse tendencies of 
their nature — all the hereditary dispositions to evil, 
having theii* origin in a supreme love of self, with 
which they are born. But these dispositions are not 
there called into activity ; they are kept in a state of 
quiescence through the powerful and controlling sphere 
of angelic love. Therefore their hereditary evils are 
never appropriated ; that is, they never become sins — 
never become their own by actual life, or through 
their voluntary and deliberate ultimation of them. 
And by not being uitimatedy their perverse tendencies 
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gradually lose their strength and activity : for it is a 
universal law, that, whatever is endowed with life loses 
its vital force just in the degree that exercise^ or free- 
dom of action, is denied it. Let your arm, or any 
other bodily member, remain inactive for a great. ^ , 
length of time, and see how weak and puny it becomes. 
It will cost you an effort, and even give you pain, to 
move it at last. But let the arm be vigorously exer- 
cised every day for a few months, and see what mus- 
cular power will be developed in that limb. The sanie 
is true of the dispositions and faculties of the mind, 
whether good or bad. These, as well as the bodily 
organs, gain strength by habitual exercise, and lose 
strength by habitual and long-continued rest This will 
help us to understand why the hereditary evils of 
children in the other world do not get the mastery, 
and consequently do not cast them down to hell. They 
remain quiescent, and therefore do not prompt to the 
commission of actual sins. And the principal reason ' • 
of this is, because the children there are so wisely in- 
structed and governed by the angels, that their heredi- 
tary evils are never called into active exercise. The 
sphere of angelic love and wisdom with which they 
are encompassed, exerts a restraining influence upon 
the evil tendencies of their nature, at the same time 
that it quickens into life and action every good and 
innocent affection. It is this encompassing sphere of 
love in which they are embosomed, that keeps their 
hereditary evils in a quiescent state, and prevents their 

ever becoming actual sins. 

4* 
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We might suppose that, if they have been guilty 
of no actual transgressions, they would be lacking in 
Christian humility, or that continual sense of depend- 
ence on the Lord, which those feel who have expe- 
rienced His gracious deliverance from the thraldom of 
sin. "We might suppose that they would fall into a 
state of spiritual pride or self-righteousness, and 
imagine that ihey were good in and of themselves 
alone. This, however, is provided against with in- 
finite wisdom and care. In order to induce in them a 
becoming humility, and to convince them where and 
what they are hereditarily — to convince them, that, in 
and of themselves they are nothing but evil, and that 
they are every moment dependent on the Lord for 
whatever good there is in them, they are occasionally 
remitted into their hereditary evils, and kept in them 
until they see and acknowledge this great truth. 
Upon this point Swedenborg says : 

" The innocence of infants is not genuine innocence, be- 
cause it is without wisdom. Genuine innocence is wisdom, 
for in proportion as any one is wise, he loves to be led by the 
Lord ; or, what is the same thing, in proportion as any one is 
led by the Lord he is wise. Lifants therefore are led from 
external innocence, in which they are first — and which is 
called the innocence of infancy — ^to internal innocence, which 
is the innocence of wisdom. The innocence of wisdom is the 
end of all their instruction and progression, and therefore 
when they come to the innocence of wisdom, the innocence of 
infancy, which had served them in the mean time as a plane, 
is conjoined to them. 
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**I have conversed with angels concerning infants in 
heaven, and inquired whether they are pure from evils, be- 
cause they have no actual evil, like adults ; but I was told 
that they are in evil like them, and are also nothing but evil ; 
that they, like all angels, are withheld from evil and held in 
good by the Lord ; and that hence it appears to them as if 
they were in good of themselves. Lest, therefore, infants 
who have grown up in heaven should entertain a false opinion 
of themselves, and imagine that the good which they possess 
is from themselves, and not fix)m the Lord, they are some- 
times let into the evils which they received hereditarily, and 
are lefl in them until they know, acknowledge, and believe, 
that their good is from the Lord. A prince, who died in his 
infancy and grew up in heaven, entertained the false opinion 
just mentioned. He was consequently let into the life of the 
evils in which he was bom, and then I perceived from the 
sphere of his life that he had a disposition to domineer over 
others, and to make light of adulteries. These evils he had 
derived from his parents. After he had acknowledged his 
evil nature, he was received again among the angels with 
whom he was before associated. No one in the other life 
ever suffers punishment on account of hereditary evil, because 
it is not his own, and is therefore no fault of his ; but he is 
punished on account of the actual evil which is his own, and 
thus in proportion as he has made hereditary evil his own by 
actual life. Infants are let into a state of their hereditary 
evil when they become adult, not that they may suffer pun- 
ishment for it, but in order that they may learn, that of them- 
selves they are nothing but evil ; that by the mercy of the 
Lord they are withdrawn from the hell which cleaves to 
them, and introduced into heaven ; that they are in heaven 
not by any merit of their own, but fronj the Lord ; and that 
thus they may not boast of their goodness before others, since 
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boasting is as contrary to the good of mutual love, as it is 
contrary to the truth of faith."— ^ K, 341, 342. 

It sometimes happens that parents feel like mur- 
muring when their children are removed to the spir- 
itual world. It seems to them like an act of unkind- 
ness — ^almost of cruelty — ^in the Lord, thus to blight 
their fondest hopes, and wring their hearts with 
anguish. But it seems so only when they contem- 
plate the event under the influence of natural affection, 
and in the obscurity of the natural mind. Viewed in 
the crystal light of heaven, and under the influence of 
heavenly feelings, it seems quite otherwise. For the 
light of spiritual truth makes it plain, that -the re- 
moval of little children to the other world, is no less 
an act of tender love and mercy, than their birth into 
this world. It is an act of mercy alike to them and 
to their parents, however much pain their removal 
may cause the latter. For the Lord's end in the 
creation of the universe, was none other than a 
heaven of angels from the human race ; and all who 
depart this life in infancy and childhood, are sure to 
attain the great end of their creation. Then how 
much of sickness and sorrow, of disappointment, and 
trial, and sore bereavement, do those escape, who are 
called away in the spring-time of life ! And how 
consoling to all spiritually-minded parents, must be 
the reflection, that they have been instrumental, 
under the Divine Providence, in adding one or more 
to the kingdom of heaven ! It is not permitted to 
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finite beings to perform a higher or nobler use than 
this. Our children are a heritage from the Lord. 
They are not on/rsy but a sacred trust committed to us 
by our heavenly Father to be trained for His heavenly 
kingdom. And whenever it is our Father's good 
pleasure to call them to his more immediate presence, 
we should hold ourselves ready to surrender the trust, 
and sujBfer them to go without a murmur : agreeably 
to the divine declaration, ^' Suffer little children, and 
forbid them not, to come unto me, for of such is the 
kingdom of heaven." We should feel grateful for the 
high privilege conferred on us of doing so much to 
enlarge the boundaries of the heavenly kingdom. 
*WJe should think not of what we have lost, but of 
what heaven has gained. We should call to mind, 
whatevier of comfort, joy, and peace, has been vouch- 
safed us, whatever of true parental feeling lias been 
enkindled within us, whatever of kindness, gentleness, 
tenderness and patience has been called into active 
exercise, whatever of pure angelic love has been made 
known to us through the ministry of our dear de- 
parted ones ; and for all this we should cherish a feel- 
ing of devout thankfulness to Him, from whom cometh 
every good and every perfect gift. In this way our 
souls, closed against the thoughts and feelings which 
come from beneath, and which incline us ever to 
grieve and murmur, will be opened to those that 
descend from above, and be brought into blissful 
union with the Lord and the angels. Then shall we 
experience some of the blessing and comfort promised 
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in the words, "Blessed are they that mourn, for they 
shall be comforted." 

It is a most wise, beautiful, and beneficent pro- 
vision — one worthy of a Being of infinite love and 
mercy — ^to send us in our low estate such ministering 
angels as little children, with all their innocence and 
tenderness, their helpless dependence, their guileless 
simplicity, and their confiding love ; and when they 
have entwined themselves closely around our hearts, 
then to remove them to a higher sphere, there to 
become to us a still more sure and constant medium 
of angelic influences. Having bound themselves to 
us by the strong cords of affection, when they are 
removed from earth to heaven, those everlasting cords 
remain, detaching our hearts from the things below, 
and gently drawing us to that upper world. And thus 
ten thousand golden chains are every year let down 
from the mansions of rest, to draw us upward to our 
heavenly home ; — ^let down in mercy to the children 
of men, to bind more closely the heavens and the 
earth. The matchless love and wisdom here dis- 
played, are such as no human tongue can utter, no 
pen of man record. Truly " the Lord is good to all, 
and his tender mercies are over all his works." And 
although " clouds and darkness are round about Him, 
righteousness and judgment are the habitation of His 
throne" for ever. "How excellent is thy loving- 
kindness, O Godl Therefore the children of men 
put their trust under the shadow of thy wings." 
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Thus have we given a summary view of the New 
doctrine concerning the lot of those in the other 
world, who depart this life in infancy and childhood. 
And is it not alike consistent, rational, interesting and 
beautiful, and at the same time in agreement with 
our highest ideas of the character and attributes of 
our Father in the heavens ? Contrast it with the Old 
doctrine as exhibited in a previous chapter, and say 
which of the two is most worthy a God of infinite 
wisdom and love, and which most agreeable to the 
dictates of enlightened reason. Which looks most 
like a merely human invention, or like the ravings of 
insanity, the New doctrine as revealed through Swe- 
denborg, or the Old doctrine as expounded by Augus-^ 
tin, Calvin, the Synod of Dort, and the Westminster 
Assembly? Is not the contrast between the two as 
striking as that between day and night, light and 
darkness, harmony and discord, the fragrance of a 
flower garden and the foetor of a lazar-house ? While 
we recognize in the one the brightness and beauty of 
heaven, the other bears upon its face the blackness 
and deformity of hell. Had Emanuel Swedenborg, 
in all the ten thousand pages that he wrote, anywhere 
taught a doctrine so unreasonable and monstrous as 
the Old, and once jpopular, doctrine of infant damna- 
tion, we never would have taken our pen nor spent 
our breath in vindication of him or his teachings 
against the charge of madness. 

All are constrained to acknowledge that the New 
doctrine upon the subject we have been considering. 
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is reasonable, good, and beaatifal. Some saj it is too 
good and too beautiful to be true. 'Too good and 
too beautiful to be ti'uel Is there any thing too 
good or too beautiful for God to do? — God, who . 
is Himself the fulness and perfection of all goodness 
and all beauty ? Did He not create man for heaven, 
and is it not the constant effort of His love to bring 
all human bdngs into heaven ? What is there, then, 
in the nature of the ease — what is there in the re- 
vealed character of God, in the known laws of His 
providence, or in the character of little children them- 
selves, to hinder their lot in the other world from 
being precisely what Swedenborg has declared that it 
is ? Is not the Lord's infinite love a sure pledge that 
such vnU he the eternal condition of all who die in 
infancy and childhood ? And does not his holy Word 
give assurance of the same ? What affecting tender- 
ness did the divine Saviour exhibit towards little chil- 
dren when He called them to Him, put his hands upon 
them and blessed them! And how plainly did He 
declare their innocence, and their fitness for the so- 
ciety of the angels, when He said, " Suffer the little 
children to come unto me, and forbid them not, for of 
such is the kingdom of heaven." (Matt. xix. 14.) And 
again, when He '^ called a little child and set him in 
the midst of them [the disciples], and said. Verily I 
say unto you, except ye be converted and become as 
little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of 
heaven. Whosoever, therefore, shall humble himself 
as this little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom 
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of heaven.'' (lb. xviii. 2, 3, 4.) And again, when He 
said, "For I say unto you that their angels in the 
heavens do always behold the face of my Father 
which is in the heavens." (lb. xviii. 10.) And thus 
we see that the New doctrine has the support of holy 
Scripture, not less than of sound and enlightened 
reason. And when we look at its practical tendency, 
and measure it by this standard — hy its fruits — ^we 
shall find the conclusions already forced upon us by 
the abounding testimony of reason and Scripture, 
amply sustained. 



CHAPTER n. 

PRACTICAL DISTINCnONa 



*' A good tree cannot bnng forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree 
bring forth good fruit. — ^Therefore by their fruits ye shall know ttiem." 
—Matt. vii. 18, 20. 



Since life is the end of all doctrine, therefore every 
doctrine must have relation to life, and every true 
doctrine must exert a purifying and blessed influence 
upon the life. One of the surest ways of distinguish- 
ing the true from the false, therefore, is by comparing 
the fruits which they respectively bring forth — by 
considering the legitimate practical tendency of the 
one and the other. This is the divine and infallible 
standard. For, saith the Lord, " Every tree is known 
by his own fruit; for of thorns men do not gather 
figs, nor of a bramble-bush gather they grapes." So 
the truth or falsity of every doctrine may be known 
by its legitimate practical tendency — ^by its obvious 
effects upon the minds of those who believe it. Now 
we are not unwilling that this test should be applied 
to the New doctrine we have been considering. We 
already know something of the fruits of the Old doc- 
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trine ; or if not, we may easily infer them. We know 
that it contains no solace for that weeping mother, 
from whose tender eml)race death has snatched away 
some bright-eyed cherub. We know that it cannot 
suppress one sigh, nor lessen one sorrow, nor mitigate 
one pang, nor minister one drop of comfort to her 
stricken soul. Nay, more : — we know that even a 
dovht about the salvation and happiness of her de- 
parted child — a belief in the bare poaaiMlity that her 
little one may be reckoned among the " reprobates," 
and have its eternal abode in hell, is calculated to 
wring with unutterable anguish that tender mother's 
heart. But the New doctrine, on the contrary, while 
it accords with reason, and Scripture, and God's 
matchless love, is full of sweetest consolation to the 
afflicted. It ministers support and comfort to bereaved 
parents, as no other doctrine can. It tells that fond 
and weeping mother, as she bends for the last time 
over the body of her darling child, that her little one 
is Btill alive — ay, and happier, too, than ever before ; 
that it has gone, from the cold dull earth to the warm 
bright heavens — gone to dwell with the angels, and 
that in due time it will itself become an angel ; that, 
as soon as its little spirit fled its earthly tenement, and 
its eyes opened on the scenes of the spirit-world, it 
beheld an. angel mother smiling on it, and ready to 
fold it in her loving arms; that there that angel 
mother will love and tend it, and angel teachers in- 
struct and guide it ; that there it will play with other 
children, who are all learning to be good and wise ; 
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that there it will feel no pain, and know no sorrow, 
and endure no want; that there it will be encom- 
passed with an atmosphere of love — shielded ever- 
more from all baleful influences, and never know the 
polluting touch of sin ; that every thing which greets 
its senses there will be full of instruction and delight; 
that its eye will see none but beautiful objects, and its 
ear listen only to love's sweet notes. Such are the 
things which the New doctrine teaches, and whereof 
it gives us sweet assurance. 

Now let that mother believe all this, and will she 
not derive support and comfort from it? Will she 
not find in it a balm for her wounded spirit? Will it 
not give her " beauty for ashes ; the oil of joy for 
mourning; the garment of praise for the spirit of 
heaviness " ? Will she not dry her tears, suppreas her 
sighs, chide her murmurs, and with resigned and 
trustful heart look up, and ask not — wish not — that 
God would give her back her child ? 

Nor is the instruction which the New doctrine 
imparts, less important than the comfort which it 
yields. Not only does it enable us to give up our 
little ones with more resigned and cheerful hearts, 
when God is pleased to take them from us, but it 
impresses upon us the importance of guiding, govern- 
ing, and instructing them aright, while they remain 
with us. It shows us, that, if we would educate our 
children for heaven, we must seek to become heavenly- 
minded ourselves — ^must strive to be like the angels 
— must imitate their example. We mtlst have our 
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affections so fixed on heavenly things, that the love of 
heaven will shine forth in all our looks, words, and 
actions. Then shall we be able to lead our children 
by their affections, as the angels do. "We must gaard 
them as much as possible from all corrupting in- 
fluences, and from whatever is calculated to call forth 
or excite their evils. We should earnestly strive to 
keep around them such a heavenly sphere, as will 
quicken and develop all their good affections, and 
stifle all the bad. 

Such is some of the inBtruction to be derived from 
the Kew doctrine on this subject. And how it en- 
forces upon us the importance and duty of endeavor- 
ing to make the home of our children a little heaven 
here below 1 How it entreats us not to permit any 
thing that "defileth, or worketh abomination, or 
maketh a lie," ever to enter there ! All harehness and 
severity of judgment, all angry looks, resentful feel- 
ings, and evil speaking, all impatience, discontent, 
discord and moroseness, should be banished thence 
as so many malignant flends. The domestic altar 
should be shielded from every taint of sin as from a 
wasting pestilence; — swept of every evil wish and 
word as of the seeds of death. Ever should it be as 
the Holy of Holies, where resteth the ark of God's 
covenant, where innocence and peace go hand in 
hand, and all is encircled with religion and love as 
with beautiful shining robes. 

This heavenly instruction is plainly suggested by 
the New doctrine we have been considering — ^by the 
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manner in which children are educated in heaven, 
and the results which are there rea'Jzed. By follow- 
ing this instruction, we may stifle here below the 
hereditary evils of oui* children, and prevent them 
from ever becoming actual sins. This is the certain 
way to insure for them a happy and a useful life on 
earth, and the joys of heaven in the other world. 

See what a contrast there is between the Old and 
the New doctrine on this subject, when placed side 
by side 1 See how they look respectively, when viewed 
in the light of reason and the Divine Word I 

^ Look here upon this picture, and on this." 

Which bears most legibly the impress of heaven? 
Which looks like the offspring of Divine Wisdom, 
and which like the work of men's hands? Which is 
to be believed, and which denied ? If the heavenly 
character and heavenly tendency of the New doctrine, 
do not clearly authenticate its heavenly origin, let it 
be rejected. But if they do, then its reception is sure 
to bring heavenly consolation. 



CHAPTER m. 



CONCLUSION. 



"A DAT of clouds and of thick darkness," indeed, 
must that have been, when even the men of christen' 
dom could not see that all who die in infancy must 
have their abode among the blessed ; — ^when the most 
learned expounders of the Christian religion, believed 
and taught the dreadful doctrine of infant damnation. 
And when the mind of Christians generally were in- 
volved in such thick darkness upon this subject, could 
they have been in a high degree of illustration upon 
others? Impossible. In every religious system, the 
doctrines are found, on a close examination, to be 
intimately connected. They all have a kind of family 
likeness. No great and glaring falsehood ever stands 
alone. A si/ngle great error in any system, whether 
of philosophy or religion, is a thing unheard of. It 
can stand there only by virtue of its close alliance 
with other kindred errors, whence also it derives 
support. So great a falsity, therefore, as the Old 
doctrine of infant damnation, could no more stand 
alone in any theological system, or as an integral 
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portion of a system generally truey than a snow-drift 
could stand in a field where the corn is springing and 
the trees blossoming all around it. As the heat 
which can bring forth verdure and bloom, must ne- 
cessarily dissolve the snow, so the light of a true 
theology, shed upon a great falsity like this, must 
inevitably reveal its deformity, and so help to dissi- 
pate it And when its deformity could not be seen, 
as was the case when it was accepted and held for 
Bible truth, how great must have been the mental 
obscurity — how false the prevailing theology of that 
day 1 Surely, then, a new revdaUon was needed — a 
new interpretation of the divine Word — a fuller dis- 
closure of the great facts and laws of the spiritual 
world — a second appearing of Him who is declared 
to be THE TRUTH ITSELF, and whose advent was to be 
"as the lightning, which, coming out of the east, 
shineth even unto the west." 

And the fact that the Old doctrine of infant dam- 
nation 18 now perceived by almost every intelligent 
Christian to be false, and is almost univeraally re- 
jected as a dead and loathsome thing, proves tliat 
new light Km come into the world during the last 
century. For what else but light could enable people 
to see this doctrine as almost everybody now sees it ? 
What else but light can make manifest the things of 
darkness? For "whatsoever doth make manifest," 
saith the apostle, " is light." And whence is all spir- 
itual, all mental, illumination? Whence, but from 
Him who is declared to be the light of the world 
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— THE LIGHT OF UFB? It is manifest that a different 
light now shines upon men, from that by which they 
saw two centuries ago. Else, why does the doctrine 
we have here been considering, appear so different to 
people now, from what it did to Christians of former 
times ? And what is this new lights so manifest to all 
eyes, but a new and spiritual advent of the Lord X 
What, but His promised glorious appearance amid 
the dark clouds of ignorance and error, which have so 
long spanned the moral firmament, but which 9re 
now beginning to dissolve and disappear? If it be 
upon such clouds, and not upon those which address 
the outward sense, that we are to look for the pre- 
dicted second appearing of the Lord, then may we be 
sure that we are living in the time of the second 
advent. For every one sees that the clouds of super- 
stition, ignorance and error, which once darkened 
men's moral horizon, are gradually breaking away, 
and new light from the Sun of heaven beginning to 
stream through : agreeably to the divine declaration, 
" Behold He cometh with clouds ; and every eye shall 
see Him." 

And how shall we account for the flood of light 
which has been pouring in upon the world during the 
last century, making more and more manifest the 
things of darkness ? The all-sufficient answer to this 
question — and the only rational answer that we have 
ever heard — may be found in Swedenborg's announce- 
ment of the last general judgment in the World of 
Spirits in 1757, and the commencement, about that 
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time, of a new eba, or a New Dispensation of Chris- 
tianity, pointed at in the symbolic language of divine 
prophecy under the figure of the Holy City New 
Jerusalem, which was seen coming down from God 
out of heaven. This New Dispensation consists of a new 
and higher interpretation of the Word of God — an 
unfolding of its interior and spiritual sense — ^together 
' with a disclosure of the great facts and laws of the 
spiritual world. It may, therefore, truly be called a 
second advent of the Lord, since it is a revelation or 
advent to the minds of men, of a better understanding 
of the Word ; and the Word is the Lord. For we 
read, " In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God." 
This New Dispensation is repeatedly foretold in the 
. s JTew Testament. And we have seen how much it 
was needed a few centuries ago. The general belief 
. among Christians, in the doctrine of infant damnation, 
proves how great was the darkness which then pre- 
vailed, and how much the church needed enlighten- 
ing, upon this subject at least. And now, since the 
light has come — ^for all will acknowledge that more 
enlightened views prevail now than formerly — we 
find, on turning to the pages of Swedenborg, that he 
has spoken according to the highest ideas of the pre- 
sent day upon this subject, although he wrote a 
hundred years ago. It is chiefiy through him and his 
writings, or in consequence of the light of that New 
Dispensation, of which he was the divinely appointed 
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herald, that the more enlightened views of the present 
day have come. 

And if Swedenborg, npon this subject, has spoken 
so contrary to the belief which once prevailed, yet in 
strict accordance with the highest ideas of the most 
enlightened Christians in this enlightened age, then is 
there not some reason for believing that his claim to 
an extraordinary divine illumination may not he 
wholly unfounded ? If what he has taught upon this 
subject be, indeed, woriiiy the heavenly origin claim- 
ed for it, then is it not possible that he may have been 
" a man sent of God," and that his teaching upon 
other subjects may be equally far in advance of the 
wisdom of all preceding times ? All those who have 
made themselves thoroughly acquainted with his 
teachings, have been constrained to acknowledge that 
such is their firm belief; and their concurrent testi- 
mony may be taken as some evidence of the alleged 
fact. Those who deny or doubt his claims, are al- 
ways persons least familiar with his writings, and 
who are not qualified, therefore, to pronounce an 
intelligent opinion. Those who have studied his 
writings most, discover in them such stores of wis- 
dom, as could not have come elsewhere than " from 
God out of heaven." They know that these writings 
have opened their eyes to new and higher views of 
God and duty. They know that they have been a 
means of drawing them nearer to the Lord and the 
angels. They know that they have rent in twain the 
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outer vail of the letter, and revealed a higher and 
heavenlier meaning in the Sacred Scripture than had 
been known before. They know that they have 
opened to their longing vision new views of the di- 
vinity and inspiration of the Word — ^new views of life, 
death, and the resurrection — ^new views of the nature 
and the way of salvation — ^new views of heaven and 
of heavenly joy — new views of hell and of the nature 
of its torments — new viewB of the wisdom, love, and 
providence of the Lord — new views, in short, of every 
subject which concerns us as spiritual and immortal 
beings ; and views not less beautiful, elevating, glad- 
dening and rational, than they are new. And these 
people naturally ask, whether writings, which possess 
Buch an illuminating power, can themselves be false, 
and from hell. " Can a devil open the eyes of the 
blind ? " 

We close this little treatise, therefore, with an 
affectionate and earnest invitation to all sincere 
seekers after thfe truth, and the time meaning of the 
divine Word, to take up and read, diligently and 
prayerfully, the heavenly doctrines of the New Jeru- 
salem as unfolded in the theological writings of 
Emanuel Swedenboeo. We assure them that they 
will find here a treasure of inestimable worth — "a 
feast of fat things, a feast of wines on the lees; of fat 
things full of marrow, of wines on the lees well re- 
fined." 
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lead and sometimes force himself to it; that a man should be led and 
taught from the Lord out of heaven by the Word, and by doctrine and 
preaching from the Word : That the Divine Providence, from things 
the most singular, is universal, and that, in all it does, it has respect 
to what is eternal with man, and to things temporary only so far as 
they accord with tilings eternal : That the Laws of permission are also 
Laws of the Divise Providence, and for. what end evils are pwranitted: 
That the Divine Providence is equally with the wicked and the good: 
That every man may be reformed, and that there is no such thing aa 
predestination : And that the Lord cannot act against the Laws of the 
Divine Providence, because to act against them, would be to act 
against his Divine Love and his Divine Wisdom, consequently against 
Himsel£ 

These, and many other topics of a kindred nature, are treated in 
an exhaustive, and at the same time in a lucid, masterly and eonvineo 
ing manner, in this volume. 
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HEAVEN AND ITS "WOITDERS^ 

THE "WORLD OF SPIRITa AJUD HELL: 

FROM THINGS SEEN AND HEABD. 

One vol 8vo., pp. 36a Price 60 cts. 

This work unfolds the laws of the spiritual world, describes tho 
condition of both good and evil spirits there, and discloses the order 
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or general arrangement of the inhabitants, both of heaven and of hell, 
and the objects and sceneiy by which they are surrounded. It treats 
of the human form of every angel and of the whole heaven, of the innu- 
merable angelic societies of which the whole heaven consists, and of 
the correspondence between all the things which belong to heaven and 
those which belong to the earth and to man ; of the sun of heaven, 
and of the light and heat thence proceeding ; of time and space, repre- 
sentatives and appearances in heaven, and of the changes of state ex- 
perienced by the angels ; of their garments and habitations, their 
language and writings, their innocence and wisdom, their govern- 
ment, their worship, and their state of peace ; of the origin of the an- 
gelic heaven, and its conjunction wkh the human race by means of the 
Word ; of the state of the Gentiles, and of infants and young children, 
of the rich and the poor, and of the wise and the simple, in heaven ; of 
the occupations of the angels ; of marriages in heaven ; of heavenly 
joy and happiness ; and of the immensity of heaven. It also treats 
of the World of Spirits, or first state of man after death, and the suc- 
cessive changes of state which he has to pass through subsequently ; 
of the nature of hell, and the true Scripture signification of the devil, 
satan, hell-fire, and the gnashing of teeth ; of the appearance, situa- 
tion and plurality of the hells ; and of the dreadful wickedness and 
direfol arts of infernal spirits. 
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THE TRUE CHRISTIAN RELIGION: 

OONTAININO 

THB UHIVBRSAL TBSOLOGY OF THE NEW CHURCH, FORETOLD BY 

THE LORD IN THE APOCALYPSE, XXI. 1, 2; WITH 

THE CORONIS, AND A COPIOUS INDEX. 

One voL 8vo., pp. 982. Price $1 10. 

This volume contains a summary of all the principal doctrines of 
the New Church, signified by the New Jerusalem in the Apocalypse. 
It is divided into fourteen chapters, which treat of the following sub- 
jects in a simple and lucid style, and with convincing argument : I. — 
God, the Creator. II. — ^The Lord, the Redeemer. III. — ^The Holy 
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Spirit and ike divine operation (treating also of the divine Trinity). 
lV.~The Sacred Scripture or Word of the Lord. V.— The catechism 
or decalogue explained as to its external and internal sense. YI. — Of 
faith. VIL — Charity, or love toward our neighbor, and good works. 
VIII. — Free will IX. — Repentance. X — Reformation and regene- 
ration. XI. — Imputation. XIL — BaptisoL XIIL— The holy supper. 
XIY. — ^The consummation of the age, the second coming of the Lord, 
and the new heaven and the new church. 

In addition to this, there are upwards of seventy msmobable re- 
lations, a suFPLEMENT couceming the spiritual world, and a copious 
Lidex to the whole work, of about 100 pages. 
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ARCANA COZLBSTIA. 

THE HEAVENLY AROANA CONTAINED IN THE HOLT SCRIPTURES 
OR WORD OF THE LORD, XTirFOLDED ; 

TOGETHER WITH WONDERFUL THINGS SEEN IN THE WORLD OF 
SPIRITS, AND IN THE HEAVEN OF ANGELS. 

Ten vols. 8vo., about 660 pp. each. Price 15 cts. per voL 

This is Swedenborg*s great work — ^by far the largest and most 

comprehensive of all his works. Its grand purpose is to unfold the 

spiritual sense of the Scripture or Word of the Lord, especially and 

more fully that of the books of Genesis and Exodns. And, at the close 

of every chapter, are given interesting and valuable relations of things 

seen and heard in the spiritual world — as, concerning the process of 

dying, the resurrection of man from the dead, and his entrance into 

eternal life ; concerning the nature of the life of the soul or spirit ; 

concerning heaven and heavenly joy ; concerning hell, its nature and 

its miseries ; concerning spheres in the other life ; concerning the light 

and heat in which the angels live, and their paradisiacal scenery ; 

concerning visions and dreams, including the prophetical ones recorded 

in the Word ; concerning the last judgment ; concerning memory in 

the other life ; concerning the condition of the Mahometans and 

Heathen in the other world ; concerning man's freedom ; concerning 

representations and correspondences ; concerning the Grand Man, or 

whole angelic heaven, and the coiTcspondence of the different socie- 
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ties therein with the different organs and senses of the htunan body ; 
concerning the origin and correspondence of diseases ; concerning the 
spirits and inhabitants of the yarious planets, and of other earths in 
the starry heavens. 

The first five volumes of this work have already been published 
by the Printing Society, and the entire work, it is hoped, will be 
completed in the course of two years. ' 
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APOCAL7PSB RBVEALBD. 

Two vols. 8 vo., about 600 pages each. Price 16 cts. 

This work unfolds the spiritual sense of the Apocalypse, or Book 
of Revelation ; and between the chapters are interesting relations of 
things seen in the spiritual world, illustrative of the spiritual sense, 
and of the state of the Christian church on earth. 
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The above works have already issued from the press of the Amer- 
ican Swedenborg Printing and Publishing Society. They are printed 
on a page of uniform size, in large and beautiful type, on excellent 
paper, and furnished at the lowest possible prices— only a few cents 
above the cost of paper and press- work. Orders for any of these 
works (which should always be accompanied with the money, as the 
Society, not making any profit, cannot afford to run any risks) may 
be sent to Mr. Chakles Suluvan, New-York City, or B. F. Babbett, 
Brooklyn. 

The remainder of the theological works of Swedenborg, all of 
which the Printing and Publishing Society have undertaken to stereo- 
type, and which it is their design to issue in a style uniform with the 
above, as speedily as possible, are — 

APOCAL7PSE EXPLAINED. 6 vok— A work of which 
the above-named (Apocalypse Revealed) is an abridgment. 

CONJUGIAL IiOVE. I vol— A work which treats of the 
spiritual relation of the sexes, the divine origin and heavenly de- 
lights of love truly conjugial, and the true nature and sanctity of 
marriage. 
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Also (amoDg the smaller works), A Treatise on Inflwx — ^The 
Ziast Judgmoit-— The Earths in the UniTersa— The Doctrine 
of the Lord— The Doctrine of the Baared Scripture — The 
Doctrine of Faith — ^The Doctrine of Charity — ^The Doctrine 
of Life— The "White Horse — A Brief Bxposition of tiie Doc- 
trines of the New Church— The New Jerusalem and its 
Heavenly Doctrine. 



Ihe Publications of the Society may also be had at the following 
places, and of the persons here named : 

MAINEL — William Babtlktt, Bangor; Oliyxb Gkrbibh, Portland ; 
Ellas Dayis, Gardiner. 

MASSACHUSETTS. — GiLBKBT Hawub, Lynn; Ltmam Clabk, 
North Bridgewater. 

CONNECTICUT.— J. A. Lamb, Mystie. 

NEW YORK. — ^Benj. G. Fkbrd, Ithaca ; Ltmam Stxybms, Syracuse. 

PENNSYLVANIA —BoEBicKB A Tafil, Philadelphia; Henbt 
HiGBT, Pittsburg. 

OHIO. — C. S. EAUTMAKir, K Mbndxnhall, Cincinnati ; Bey. J. P. 
Stuabt, Dr. Joseph Howblu, Urbana; J. H. Williams, St ClairsviUe. 

MICEUGAN.—JoHN Ellis, J. A Rots, Detroit. 

ILLINOIS.«J. R. Hibbabd, Chicago. 

WISCONSIN.—Robbbt duLDBXir, Lancaster 

KENTUCKY.— James Folton, Louisville. 

MARYLAND.— W. H. Horxunr, Baltimore. 

VIRGINIA — RioBABD RioHn, Petersburg. 

SOUTH CAROLINA.— W. B. Baboook, Jamu H. Maowood, 
Charleston. 

GEORGIA— J. P. Collins, Sayannah. 

LOUISIANA.— J. B. Steele, New Orleans. 
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Also, for sale, at the Printing and Publishing Society's Depository 
in the Bible House, 

Barrett's Works — ^Lectures on the Doctrines of the New Chureh, 
75 cts; Brief Sketch of the Life, Character, and Writings of Emanuel 
Swedenborg, 10 ct&, or $5 per 100; The Golden Reed, |1; Beauty 
lor Ashe ii twsibiiu^ 06 ee wt e | ■ tit s b a d) 
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FOR SALE BT 

OTIS CLAPP, 

HO. 8 BEACOH STBEET, BOSTON, 

ALL THE TEEOLOeiClL AAD gCIENTIFIC WORKS OF SWEDENBORG; 

ALSO, 

CLOWES' "WORKS.— Four Gospels ; Sennong on the Beatitudes; Ten 
Virgins ; Marriage of the King's Son, $2 ; Lord's Prayer and Ten Com- 
mandments ; Deliyerance of the Israelites ; Miscellaneous ; Preached 
at St. John's ; Clowes' Memoirs ; Psalms ; Mediums ; Seienoa ; Sacra- 
ment; Two Worlds; Letters to Grundy; Letters to Roby; Oppo- 
sites; Christian Temper; Twelve Hours; Delights; Memorialists; 
Dialogue of Sophron and Fhiladelphus, 12^ cts. ; Golden Wedding 
Ring, gilt, 6 cts., stitehed, 8 cts. 

HINDMARSH'S WORKS.— Letters to Priestley, |1 ; Resurrection^ 
$2 ; Lamb Slain, &e, ; Compendium to True Christian Religion, 6S 
cts. ; Church of England Weighed. 

NOBLE'S WORKS.— Plenary Inspiration, 8Y cts. ; Appeal in Behalf 
of the New Church, $1 ; Lectures, 8vo. ; Plurality of Worlds ; Ser- 
mons on Praises of the Lord, 18f cts. ; A Case of Entrance into the 
New Church, ISfcts. 

T. GOYDER'S WORKS.— Key to Knowledge ; Glimmerings of Light; 
Spiritual Gleanings. 

CLISSOLD'S WORKS.— Illustrations of the End of the Church ; I 
YoL Syo, 612 pagea. Letter on the Practical Nature of the New 
Church Doctrines ; cambric, 62^ cts., stitched, 50 cts. Apocalypti- 
cal Interpretation, 2 yo1& Letter to Bon well; 12^ cts. The New 
ChuToh, a Refutation, Ac; 12^ cts. 
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MASON'S WORKS.— Help to Deyotion ; Hymns, 16 ct& ; Answers to 
Questions on the Body of the Lord ; Domestic Education, 25 cts. 

WILKINSON'S WORKS.— Biography of Swedenborg, 62i ct& ; Sci- 
ence for all, 12 cts. ; Popular Sketch of Swedenborg's Philosophical 
Works, 1%^ cts. ; Grouping of Animals, 17 cts. 

BARRETTS WORKS.— Lectures on the Doctrines of the New Church, 
76 ct& ; The Golden Reed, |1 ; Brief Sketch of the Life, Character 
and Writings of Emanuel Swedenborg, 10 cts ; Beauty for Ashes, 

PROF. BUSffS WORKS.— Statement of Reasons, Ac, 6 cts. ; Reply 
to Dr. Woods ; Documents concerning Swedenborg, 62^ cts. ; Swe- 
denborg Library, |1. 

HOUGH'S WORKS.— Judgment Day, 50 cts. ; Remarks on Davis's 
Revelations, 10 ct& ; Philosophy of Man's Spiritual Nature, 3 cts. 

HAYDEN'S WORKR— Science and Revelation, 40 ct& ; Character 
and Works of Christ, 12^ cts. ; Correspondence of Wine, Baptism, 
and Holy Supper, cambric, 25 cts. ; Two Revelations, Nature and 
the Word, 6 cts. ; Phenomena of Modem Spiritualism, 50 cts. 

RENDELL. — ^Antediluvian History and Narrative of the Flood, 62i 
ctSi Peculiarities of the Bible, 75 cts. 

BOOK OF PUBLIC WORSHIP, for the Use of the New Church. 
Prepared by order of the General Convention. Cambric, 88 cts. 

LITURGY; or. New Book of Wobship. Cambric, 88 cts. In various 
bindings, from $1.62i to $2.62^. 

DICTIONARY OF CORRESPONDENCES. 12mo. Cambric, |1.62 
cts. 

GROWTH OF THE MIND. By S. Reed. 87i cts. 

APHORISMS OF WISDOM. 18mo. Boards, 87i cts. 

ESSAY ON THE CREDIBILITY OF SWEDENBORG. 12i cts. 

HOBARTS LIFE OF SWEDENBORG. 62i cts. 

SIBLEY'S EXPOSITION OF DANIEL. 

BUSH'S LETTERS TO A TRINITARLA.N. 16 cts. 
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The above works are also kept for sale by JOHN ALLEN, 28 Beek- 
man St., New-York ; and by K MENDENHALL, Cincmnati. 
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